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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF CAP- 
TAIN JONATHAN PARSONS, FOR- 
MERLY OF NEWBURYPORT. 


(AN ExTRAcT.) 


THE fubject of the enfu- 
ing memoirs was born at 
Lyme, in Connecticut, on 
the 25th day of April, in the 
year 1735. He was early 
devoted to God by a mother 
of fingular piety and under- 
ftanding ; and. favoured, as 
foon as poflible, with all the 
benefits of a religious educa- 
tion, under a venerable fa- 
ther—than whom few were 
more capable of inftrudcting 
his children, and none more 
intent on their improvement. 
His genius, however, was no 
hot-bed production ; it was 
flow in fhooting up; and 
hence his pious father relin- 
quifhed the defign, once 
formed, of training him up 
for a learned profeflion : and 
the fon for fome years was 
employed in the bufinefs of 
hufbandry. 

On the removal of the 
family from Lyme to New- 


Q 


buryport, fomeopening buds 
of real genius began to. ap- 
pear; and he was put to 
{chool under an able and ex- 
perienced mafter. But the 
feafon for a liberal education 


was elapfed. _ Furnifhed, 


however, with a ftock of . 


knowledge fufficient for bufi- 
nels, he was placed appren- 
tice to a goldfmith, and with 
him he made fuch proficien- 
cy as qualified him for fetting 
up the trade by himfelf, and 
making a figure in it. At 
an early period of life he ert 
tered into matrimonial con. 
nexions, in moft defirable 
circumftances ; and he had 
every domeftic allurement 
confpiring to fix him at 
home: yet all availed not. 
God had defigned him fora 
living inftruction and exam- 
pleto brave and hardy {fea- 
men. And providence foon 
effected the divine purpofe. 
The ftate of public affairs 
turned the doubtful {cale, 
and determined him for the 
fea. 

A wide theatre was now 
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opened for the difplay of his 
real charaéter. His thorough 
knowledge of navigation, 
and his ripening abilities as 
a feaman, foon introduced 
him to thecommand. And 
that important ftation he 
continued with great digni- 
ty to fill until his laft voyage 
was completed. 

In the meantime the Spir- 
it of God was carrying on a 
work of glorious grace in his 
foul; whereby he was pow- 
erfully renewing the nature, 
depraved by the fall; and 
fitting it out for the NEw 
JERUSALEM. Deep and laft- 
ing were his agonies un- 
der legal conviction of 
his fin and danger; and 
down to the duft of humil- 
iation they brought him. 
But at laft they iflued in the 
clear fhining after the rain : 
they terminated in that glo- 
rious morning, which is def- 
tined to fucceed a dreary 
night of darknefs and of for- 
row. 

The native firmnefs of his 
mirid feft little room to fuf- 
pect that his religion would 
turn chiefly on the paflions 
or the fancy. With leatt 
noife the deepeft ftreams 
glide on. For want of thefen- 
fible communications, which 


he thought he could perceive 


in other chriftians, he often 
doubted the genuinenefs of 
of hisexperience; yet, from 
his firft experience of relig- 





ion, fo fteadily did he pros 
ceed by the direction of the 
word of God—fo evidently 
did he appear to make con. 
fcience of every action, that 
he exhibited a ftanding proof 
of the truth of his religion, 
convincing to all but him- 
felf. Eight long and tedi- 
ous years he walked in dark- 
nefs, having no light : nor 
fun, nor moon, nor ftars ap- 
peared. At length it pleafed 
God to manifeit himfelf.— 
The day dawned. The fhad-* 
ows flew away. Thefun of 
righteoufnefs broke out ; and 
he bafked with delight in the 
reviving beams. ‘The joy 
was unipeakable! His hope 
was confirmed ; his anchor 
feemed fure and fteadfaft. He 
then hung out the flag of an 
open profeflion ; and joined 
in full communion with the 
church of Chrift. His rela- 
tion of experiences, then pre- 
fented, was modett, but clear ; 
fenfible, and at the {fame 
time favoury and edifying. 
His reafoning powers were 
far above the level. His 
head was clear and meta- 
phyfical. He gathered knowl- 
edge from every quarter. 
He read books as well as men. 
For this he gave himifelf time, 
redeemed from common 
hours of fleep and meals. 
The early devotions of his 
family, and their morning 
repait, were ufually over 
when his neighbours had 
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{carcely quitted their pillows. 
The habit of rifing betimes 
afforded full fcope to devo- 
tion, to his book and his 

n. Of this opportunity 
he was fo frugal, that he 
could fay, it was not unufual 
for him to read the Bisie 
through in a voyage. 

Whilft the uniformity of 
his conduct procured him 
from his various dependants 
the reverence due to.a father, 
they at the fame time trufted 
him as a counfellor, and lov- 
ed him as a friend. But, 

The {weet mixture of man- 
ly fondnefs and tender 
friendly refpect, which tem- 
pered his deportment to- 
wards his confort, during a 
pleafing alliance of almoft 
twenty-nine years ; the wif- 
dom and mildnefs, which held 
the reins of government over 
a numerous and rifing off- 
spring with a fteady hand ; 
and the care he took to fe- 
cure to them the beit advan- 
tages of education ; thefe 
are traits of his character, 
which ought not to pafs un- 
obferved. 

In his temper and princi- 
ples was feen a noble fingu- 
larity, which at once efcap- 
ed the fafhionable vanities, 
and reproved the modifh vi- 
ces of his time. In the midft 
of a torrent, he ftood as a 
rock. ‘That fimplicity of 
manners, whieh could not 
bend to finful compliances, 
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fhielded him alike from the 
{nares and the fcorn of the 
wicked. It obliged thedrunk- 
ard, the impious and the 
{corner, either to reform, or 
quit the houfe or fhip where 
he had command. His crew 
he confidered as his family. 
Were any of them injured ? 
his fhield was ready for his 
protection, and all his power 
engaged to obtain redrefs. 
Did a feaman ficken on 
board ? he took place as the 
nurfe and the counfellor ; as 
the chaplain and phyfician at 
once ; nor would he quit 
that ftation till the occafion 
was over. The joint fuppli- 
cations, in which the daily 
facrifices of his company 
were conftantly offered, muft 
be’attended by all on board. 
The peculiar reverence due 
to the Lord’s day he duly 
exacted from all under him. 
Of this mark of piety he 
himfelf was fo great a pat- 
tern, that no influence could 
bring him to fail from. his 
port during that holy time, 
and no allurements could 
prevail with him to buy or 
fell till the fabbath was end- 
ed. 

So ftric& was his known 
adherence to honefty and 
truth, that the Weft India 
merchant would frequently 
truft to his report of cargoes 
without examination. And 
in his tranfaétions with cuf- 
tom-houfe officers, no earthly 
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baits could feduce him from 
the line of ftrict veracity. 
He feared an oath ; and rev- 
erenced the God that is 
above. 

His benevolence was uni- 
verfal ; but a particular fym- 
pathy with difirefs was char- 
acteriftic of him. Hefeemed 
rather to fly than run, to 
remove the woes within his 
reach ; or to alleviate the 
Sorrows, which he could not 
remove. 

His liberality of fentiment 
was generous, and his can- 
dour unbounded. If any 
received opinions oppofite to 
his own, he could embrace 
the perfon, when he rejected 
the doctrine. 

Temperance and fobriety 
had long diftinguifhed him 
among his fea-faring breth- 
ren. But nothing was a 
more unequivocal mark of 
his worth, than that humili- 
ty to which it was owing, 
that, like Mofes in another 
cafe, though his virtues fhone 
in the eyes of his friends, he 
wilt it not himfelf. ‘This 
made him often prefer the 
meancit acquaintance, whom 
his charity had judged a 
chriitian indeed. 

Piety and religion, howev- 
er, had the throne in his 
heart. ‘This was the crown 
on the head of all his virtues. 
Equally far from lukewarm 
formality and oftentation on 
the one hand, and from big- 






otry, fuperftition and party 
{pirit on the other, the ob. 
jects, in which all good men 
could agree, were ever upper, 
moft in his heart, and 
enlarged charity embofo 
all that held them. 

But experimental godli- 
nefs was with him the one 
thing chiefly ftudied. And 
this was what habitually 
breathed from his inmoft 
mind in all his converfations 
with. intimate friends. 

In his laft voyage, he lay 
fora time at Point a Petre, 
( Guadaloupe.) There a ma- 
lignant fever had feized an 
American captain. To him 
captain Parfons paid,the ten- 
dereft attentiowR He vifited 
him daily, and never remit- 
ted his care, until he faw 
him lodged in the houfe ap- 
pointed for all the living. 
Some time after, a fimilar 
fever attacked himfelf, on- 
his paflage from St. Martins 
to Turk’s Ifland. He foon 
perceived the fpecies of the 
diftemper, and took early op- 
portunities to direct his mate 
what meafures to take, both 
with the cargo, and with 
himfelf. 

Perfuaded from the firft 
that his difeafe was mortal, 
he refufed all fhare in thofe 
comforts, which his anxious, 
diftrefled company tried to 
draw for themfelves from 
any temporary relaxations of 
hispain. He repeatedly warn- 
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edthem not to expect his life; 
and failed not to add, that 
he did not meet death un- 
prepared ; that his race was 
run, and he had not run in 
vain ; that his will was en- 
tirely refigned to that of his 
Lorp; and that, in certain 
expectation of a better, he 
could willingly lay down 
this life, whenever He fhould 
be pleafed to call for it. 

The fymptoms of his dif- 
eafe were violent from the 
firft; and its ravages on the 
whole frame alarming.— 
While failing from Turk’s I/)- 
and in quett of fome more 
hofpitable fhore, he, on the 
29th ofDecember, 1784, at 
noon, was evidently ftruck 
with death ; and, about nine 
in the evening of the fame 
day, ina {weet and placid 
frame, gave up the ghoit, 
bid farewell to all defeéts, 
and ftood complete in Chrift. 





Devotion, as including profound 
vencraiion of God, and gratitude to 
HIM, was confidered in a former 
number ; and it was promifed, that 
the fame fubje&t, as including defire 
and refignation, fhould occupy anoth- 
er number. 


DEVOTION, No, 2. 


Devotion implies the de- 
fire of the foul after the fa- 
vour of the Supreme Being, 
as its chief good and final 
reit. To inferiour enjoy- 
ments the devout man al- 


lots inferiour and fecondary 


Devotion 
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attachments. He difclaims 
not every earthly affection. 
He pretends not to renounce 
all pleafure in the comforts 
of his prefent ftate. Such 
an unnatural renunciation 
humanity forbids, and reli- 
gion cannot require: but 
from thefe he expects not his 
fupreme blifs. He difcerns 
the vanity, which belongs to 
them all; and, beyond the 
circle of mutable objects that 
furround him, he afpires af- 
ter fome principles of more 
perfect felicity, which fhall 
not be fubdject to change or 
decay. But where is this 
complete and permanent 
good to be found? Ambition 
purfues it in courts and pala- 
ces; and returns from» the 
purfuit loaded with forrows. 
Pleafure feeks it among fen- 
fual joys; and retires with 
the confeflian of difappoint- 
ment. The deep saith, it is not 
inme ; and the fea faith, it is not 
with me. It cannot be gotten 
jor gold ; neither fhail fiver 
be weighed for the price thereof. 
lis place is not in the land of the 
living. True happinefs dwells 
with God ; and from the light 
of bis countenance it beams up- 
on the devout man. His 
voice 1s, Whom have I in heav- 
en but thee ? and there is none 
upon earth that I defire befide 
thee. After exploring heav- 
en and earth for happinefs, 
they feem to him a mighty 
void,a wildernefs of fhadows, 
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where all would be empty 
and unfubftantial without 
God. But in his favour and 
and love he finds what fup- 
plies every defect of tempo- 
ral objects, and aflures tran- 
quillity to his heart amidit 
all the changes of his exift- 
ence. Thou fhalt guide me 
with thy counfel, and thou fhalt 
receive me to thy glory. My 
flefo and my heart faileth, but 
God is the ftrength of my heart, 
and my portion forever. 

From thefe fentiments and 
affections devotion advanc- 
ces to anentire refignation of 
the foul to God. It is the con- 
fummation of truft and hope. 
Jt banifhes anxious cares 
and murmuring thoughts. 
it reconciles us to every 
appointment of divine prov- 
idence ; and refolves every 
with into thedefire of pleafing 
him, whom our hearts a- 
dore. Its genuine breathings 
are to this effect: ‘* Con- 
“duct me, O God! in 
“‘ what path foever feemeth 
* good to thee. In nothing 
“¢ {hall I ever arraign thy fac- 
“red will. Doft thou re. 
“* quire me to part with any 
“worldly advantages, for 
“the fake of virtue and a 
““sood confcience? I give 
“them up. Doft thou com- 
** mand me to relinquifh my 
“ friends, or my country ? 
** at thy call I cheerfully leave 
“them. Doftthoufummon 
me away from this world ? 


Devotion. 








“Jo! Iam _ ready to depart, 
“Thou haft made,thou haftre. 
*¢ deemed me,andI am thine, 
“ Myfelf and all that belongs 
“to me I furrender to thy 
“* difpofal. Let the men of 
“ the world have their portion 
“* in this life. Beit mine to 
“ behold thy face in righteouf- 
“< nefs ; and when I awake, to 
“ be fatisfied with thy likenefs.” 
This, furely, is one of the 
nobleft acts, of which the hu. 
man mind is capable, when 
thus, if we may be allowed 
the expreflion, it unites it- 
felf with God. Nor can any 
devotion be genuine, which 
infpires not fentiments of 
this nature. For devotion 
is not to be confidered asa 
tranfient glow of affection, 
occafioned by fome cafual 
impreflions of divine good- 
nefs, which are fuffered to re- 
main unconnected with the 
conduct of life. Itis a pow- — 
erful principle, which pene- 
trates the foul, which puri- 
fies the affeGtions from de. 
bafing attachments, and, 
by a fixed and fteady regard 
to God, fubdues every finful 
paffion, and forms the incli- 
nations to piety and virtue. 
Such in general are the dit- 
pofitions that conftitute de-— 
votion. It is the union of 
veneration, gratitude, defire 
and refignation. It exprefl- 
es, not fo much the perform- 
ance of any particular duty, 
as the fpirit which muft ani- 
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mate all religious duties. It 
ftands oppofed, not merely 
to downright vice, but toa 
heart, which iscoldandinfen- 
fible to facred things ; which, 
fromcompulfion perhaps, and 
a fenfe of intereft, preferves 
fome regard to the divine 
commands, but obeys them 
without ardour, love, or joy. 
In a future number this 
devout {pirit will be recom- 
mended and enforced. 








THE REPENTANCE AND HAPPY 
DEATH OF THE CELEBRATED 
EARL OF ROCHESTER. 


Tus nobleman was diftin- 
guifhed in his life as a great 
wit and a great finner, and 
in his laft illnefs as a great 
penitent. Such he is defcrib- 
ed by the excellent Bifhop 
Burnet, who perfonally knew 
him, and attended him on 
his death bed. 

Before this period he had 
advanced to an uncommon 
degree of impiety, having 
been a zealous advocate in 
the black caufe of atheifm. 
He had raked likewife in the 
depths of debauchery, and 
had openly ridiculed all vir- 
tueand religion. But when, 
like the prodigal in the gof- 
pel, he came to know him- 
{elf, horrour filled his mind, 
and drew from him the keen- 
eit felf reproaches. He was, 
in his own eyes, the vileft 
wretch on which the fun ev- 
er fhone ; and often wifhed, 


that he had been a link boy, 
a beggar, or a captive in a 
dungeon, rather than that he 
fhould fo grofsly have offend. 
ed God. 

On a journey into the weft 
of England, fome time be- 
fore his end, he had been ar- 


guing with peculiar vehe- 


mence againft God and reli- 
gion ; not, however, with- 
out feeling, even at the time, 
the fting of an accufing con- 
{cience. 

One day, at an athieftical 
meeting, in the houfe of a 
perfon of quality, he under- 
took to be the champion of 
infidelity, and received the 
applaufes of the company ; 
but here again his confcience 
reproached him, and he ex~ 
claimed to himfelf, “ Good 
God ! that a man, who walks 
upright, who fees the wen- 
derful works of God, and 
has the ufe of his reafon, that 
fuch an one fhould bid defi- 
ance to his Creator !” 

Thefe fucceflive convic- 
tions, however, gradually 
wore off ; and it was not, as 
above hinted, till his laft ill- 
ne{fs, which continued about 
nine weeks, that he appears 
to have been truly convinc- 
ed, and favingly converted. 
Then he faw “ the exceed- 
ing finfulnefs of fin,’ and 
learned the value of the a- 
tonement, on which his 


hopes of pardon were found- 
ed. 
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“* Shall the joys of heaven 
(exclaimed he) be conferred 
on me? O mighty Saviour, 
never, but through thy infl- 
nite love and fatisfaction ! O 
never, but by the purchafe of 
thy blood !” 

The fcriptures, which had 
fo often been the fubject of 
his merriment, now fecured 
his efteem, and imprefled de- 
light ; for they had f{poken 
to his heart; the feeming 
abfurdities and _ contradic- 
tions, fancied by men of 
corrupt and reprobate judg- 
ments, vanifhed; and he 
was brought to receive the 
truth in the love of it. The 
53d chapter of Ifaiah, which 
was repeatedly read to him 
by Mr. Parfons, was made 
particularly ufeful to him. 
Comparing it with the hifto- 
ry of ourSaviour’s paflion, he 
{aw the fulfilment of a proph- 
ecy, written feveral ages be- 
fore, and which the Jews, 
who blafphemed Jefus, itill 
kept in their hands, as an in- 
ipired book. He confefled to 
Bp. Burnet, that ashe heard it 
read, “ he felt an inward force 
upon him, which did fo en- 
lighten his mind and con- 
vince him, that he could re- 
fift it no longer: for the 
words had an _ authority, 
which did fhoot like ravs or 


‘beams in his mind ; fo that 


he was not only convinced 
by the reafonings he had a- 
bout it, which fatisfied his 
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underftanding, but by a pow. 
er, whichdidfo effectually con. 
ftrain him, that he did ever 
after as firmly believe in 
in His Saviour, as if he had 
feen him in the clouds.” 

He had this chapter read 
fo often to him, that he 
* got it by heart,and went 
through a great part of it,” 
fays the Bifhop, “in difcourfe 
with me, with a fort of heav- 
enly pleafure, giving me his 
reflections on it; fome of 
which I remember. Who 
hath believed our report ? 
‘* Here,” he faid, ‘* was fore- 
told the oppofition the gof. 
pel was to meet with from 
fuch wretches as he was.” 
He hath no form or comelinefs, 
and when we fhall fee him there 
is no beauty, that we Jhould 
defire him. On this he faid, 
“‘ the meannefs of his appear- 
ance and perfon has made 
vain and foolifh people dif- 
parage him, becaufe he came 
notin fucha fool’s-coat as they 
delighted in.” Many other 
obfervations he made, which 
were not noted down ; en- 
larging on many paflages 
with a degree of heavenly 
pleafure, and applying vart- 
ous parts of it to his own hu- 
miliation andcomfort. * O 
my God,” he would fay, 
‘can fuch a creature as I, 
who have denied thy being, 
and contemned thy power, 
accepted by thee ? Can 

here be mercy and pardon 




















for me? Will God own fuch 
a wretch as I am ?” 

His faith now refted on 
Chrift alone for falvation, 
and often would he entreat 
God to ftrengthen it ; cry- 
ing out, * Lord, I believe ; 
help thou mine unbelief.” 
In this ftate, however, the 
grand enemy of fouls failed 
not to afflault him with ma- 
ny temptations, often fug- 
vefting ideas highly prejudi- 


cial to that happy temper of 


mind, with which God had 
now endued him. ‘“ But, I 
thank God,” faid he, on one 
of thefe occafions, * I thank 
God, that I abhor them all, 
and by the power of grace, 
which I am confident is fuf- 
ficient for me, I have over- 
come them. It is the malice 
of the devil, becaufe I am ref- 
cued from him ; and it is the 
soodnefs of God, that frees 
me from all my fpiritual ene- 
mies.” 

This noble convert gave 
many proofs of the fincerity 
of his faith, and the found- 
nefs of his repentance ; a- 
mong which his earneft de- 
fire to prevent the evil ef- 
feéts of his former writings 
and example, is particular- 
ly to be remarked. He 
gave a {trict charge to the per- 
fons, in whofe cuftody he left 
his papers, that all his pro- 
fane and lewd writings and 
pictures fhould be burned ; 
and he defired all who at- 
R 
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tended him to publith abroad, 
that all men might know, 
“ how feverely God had dif- 
ciplined him for his fins-by his 
afflicting hand; acknowl- 
edging that his fufferings 
would have been moft juit, 
had they been ten times 
more heavy.” His former 
vilitations he confefled had 
produced fome flight refolu- 
tions of reforming, arifing 
from the prefent painful con- 
fequences of his fins; but 
now he declared that he had 
other fentiments of things, 
and acted upon other princi- 
ples ; that, in fhort, he poffef- 
fed fo great an abhorrence of 
all fin, that he would not 
commit a known one to gain 
a kingdom. 

To his former companions 
in fin he fent awful meflages ; 
and to fome who vifited him 
he gavethemott folemn warn- 
ings. ‘To one gentleman in 
particular; he faid, “ O! rey 
member, that you contemn 
God no more. He is an a- 
venging God, and will vifit 
you for your fins ; and will, 
I hope, in mercy touch your 
confcience, fooner or later, as 
he hasdone mine. You and 
I have been friends and fin- 
ners together a great while, 
therefore I am the more free 
with you. We have been 


all miftaken in our conceits, - 


and our perfuafions have 
been falfe and groundlefs ; 
therefore God grant you re- 





















































pentance !” Seeing the fame 
perfon again the next day, 
he faid, ** Perhaps you were 
difobliged by my _ plainnefs 
with you yelterday; I {pake 
the words of truth and fo- 
bernefs :” And, ftriking his 
hand upon his breaft, faid, 
“¢ | hope God will touch your 
heart.” 

Knowing the rock on 
which himfelf had founder- 
ed, he exprefled an earneft 
with that his fon might nev- 
er prove one of thofe profane 
and licentious wits, who 
pride themfelves in denying 
God, and {coffing at relig- 
ion ; but that he might be- 
come an honeft and religious 
man ; and that all his tam- 
ily might be educated in the 
fear of God. 

Further, that none, whom 
he had been the initru- 
ment of drawing into fin, 

might lofe the benefit of his 
fincere repentance, he fub- 
{cribed the following recant- 
ation, and ordered it to be 
publifhed to the world: 

“For the benefit of all 
thofe, whom I may have 
drawn into fin, by my exam- 
ple and encouragement, I 
leave to the world this my 
laft declaration, which I de- 
liver in the prefence of the 
great God, who knows the 
fecrets of all hearts, and be- 
fore whom I am to be judg- 
ed; that from the bottom of 
my foul I deteft and abhor 
the whale courfe of my former 
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wicked life: that I think 
can never fufliciently admire 
the goodnefs of God, who 
has given mea true fenfe of 
my pernicious opininons 
and vile practices; by which 
I have hitherto lived with- 
out hope, and without God 
in the world; have been an 
open enemy to Jefus Chritt, 
doing the utmoft defpite to 
the Holy Spirit of grace ; 
and that the greateft teftimo- 
ny of my charity to fuch is, 
to warn them, in the name 
of God, andas they regard 
the welfare of their immortal 
fouls, no more to deny his 
being, or his providence, or 
defpife his goodnefs; no 
more to make a mock of fin, 
er contemn the pure and ex- 
cellent religion of my ever 
blefled Redeemer : through 
whofe merits alone, I, one of 
the greateft of finners, do yet 
hope for mercy and forgive-- 
nefs. Amen. 
J. RocHESTER.” 

Delivered and figned in the 
prefence of 

ANN ROCHESTER, 
R. Parsons. 

June 19, 1680, 

We now return to the 
death bed experience of this 
converted nobleman, and 
mark the power of religion 
upon his mind in that im- 
portant feafon. He feemed 
to have no defire to live, but 
to teltify the truth of his re- 
pentance, and to bring glo- 
ry to God. “ If God,” fays 














he, “ fhould fpare me yet a 
little longer time here, I hope 
to bring glory to his name 
proportionally to the difhon- 
our I have done him in my 
whole life paft ; and particu- 
larly by endeavouring to con- 
vince others, and to aflure 
them of the danger of their 
condition, if they continue 
impenitent ; and to tell them, 
how gracioufly God hath 
dealt with me.” 
_ And when he came with- 
in the nearer views of death, 
about three or four days be- 
fore it, he faid, “ I fhall now 
die. But, O, what unfpeak- 
Able glories do I fee! what 
joys, beyond thought or ex- 
prefiion, am I fenfible of ! I 
am aflured of God’s mercy 
to me, through Jefus Chrift. 
©! how I long to die, and 
to be with my Saviour !” 
Thus died this eminent fub- 
ject of regenerating grace, Ju- 
ly 26, 1680, being only in his 
34th year ; yet fo was life 
worn away by hislong illnefs, 
and the effects of his former 
licentious courfe, that nature 
gave up without a ftrugegle. 
In him was ftrikingly verified 
the remark of the apoftle in 
in another cafe, that “‘ where 
fin abounded, grace did 
much more abound.” ‘The 
account publifhed by bifhop 
Burnet, gives the particulars 
of his converfion more at 
length, and the various con- 
verlations on divine things 
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between them, under the ti- 
tle of “ Some paflages in the 
life and death of John, Earl 
of Rochefter ; of which 
the late Dr. Johnfon enter- 
tained fo high an opinion, 
that he fays, “the critic 


ought to read it for its ele- 


ganceé, the philofopher for its 
arguments, and the faint for 
its piety.” 

Mr. Parfons, chaplain to 
lady Rochefter, preached 
and printed a funeral fermon 
for his lordfhip, ‘in which, 
after mentioning many of the 
fame or fimilar circumftanc- 
es with the bifhop, he makes 
the following application. to 
the confciences of his hear- 
ers, Which will apply equal- 
ly to the readers of this a- 
bridged account. 

“ Having thus,” fays he, 
“ difcharged the office of an 
hiftorian, in the faithful rep- 
refentation of the converfion 
and death of this great finner, 
give me leave now to befpeak 
you as an ambaflador of 
Chrift, and, in his name, ear- 
neftly perfuade you to: be 
reconciled to him, and to 
follow this illuftrious perfon, 


not in his fins any more, but © 


in his forrows for them, and 
forfaking them. If any have 
been drawn into fin from his 
example, let them be per- 
fuaded to break off their fins 
by repentance, by the fame 
example. God knows, there 
are too many that are wife 
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enough to difcern and to 
follow the examples of evil, 
but to do good from thefé 
examples they have no pow- 
er; like thofe abfurd flatter- 
ers we read of, who could 
imitate Plato in his crooked- 
nefs, Ariftotle in his ftam- 
mering, and Alexander the 
Great in the bending of his 
neck and fhrillnefs of his 
voice, but not in any of their 
perfections. Such as thefe 
I would befeech in their cool- 
er feafons to afk themfelves, 
“ What fruit had you in 
thofe things, whereof ye are 
now afhamed? For the end 
of thefe things is death.” 
Be perfuaded then, with a 
humble and obedient heart 
to meet the blefied Jefus, who 


isnowon the way, and comes © 


to us in the bowels of a Sa- 
viour, befeeching us to ac- 
cept the pardon and peace 


offered in his holy gofpel.” 
The following lines were 
written by Dr. Watts in ref- 
erence to this event, the 
name Strephon being intended 


for the Earl of Rochefter. 


I t Inge the mufe of lewd defire ; 
Her fons to darknefs, and her works 
to "i 
In vain the flatteries of their wit, 
Now witha melting ftrain, now with 
a heavenly flight, 
Would tempt my virtue toapprove 
hofe gaudy t nes ‘s ofa lawlefs love. 
So harlots drefs : they can appear 
Sweet, modeft, cool, divinely fair, 
Tocharm aCato’seye; but all within, 
Stench, tmpudence, and fire, and ug- 
ly raging fin. 


T} 






Strephon, of noble blood and mind, 
Rorevet fhine his name !) 
As death approach’d, his foul refin’d, 
And gave his loofer fonnets to the 

flame. 

‘¢ Burn, burn,’’ he cried with facred 
rage, 

‘¢ Hell is the due of every page. 

Fiell be its fate.’’—-( But, O indulg- 
ent heaven! — 

So vile the mufe, and yet the man 
forgiven ! ) 

« Burn on, my fong's; for not the fil- 
ver Thames, 

Nor Tyber, with its yellow ftreams, 

In endlefs currents rolling to the 
main, 

Can e’er dilute the poifon, or wath 
out the ftain.”’ 

So Mofes, by divine command, 

Forbade the leprous houfe to ftand ; 

When deep the fatal {pot was grown, 

‘¢ Break down the timber, and dig 
up the ftone.” 
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WHEN men enter into fo- 
ciety, or unite for any par- 
ticular object, they utfually 
draw up certain regulations, . 
to which all the members are 
required to conform. And 
this is abfolutely neceflary, 
in order that the object, 
which they have in view, 
may be accomplifhed. 

That it is highly import- 
ant for profeffing chriftians 
to walk agreeably to the {pir- 
it and precepts of their relig- 
ion, is acknowledged by its 
friends and its enemies. For 
the enemies of religson clear- 
ly perceive, that there is 
itriking inconfiftency _ be- 
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tween 1 profeffion of the 
gofpel and a finful life. 


The confequences arifing 


from religious profeffors be- 
ing permitted to violate 
with impunity the laws of 
Chrift, are thefe : 1ft, A great 
reproach caft on the char- 
a¢ter and religion of Chritft. 

The ill condu& of nomi- 
nal chriftians ought not, in 
reafon, to be fet down 'to the 
account of the gofpel, unlefs 
it can be proved that the 
gofpel countenances or ap- 
proves their ill conduét. 
The man, who reproaches a 
profeflor for not obeying his 
religion—for not walking a- 
greeably to his profeflion, 
really does an honour to re- 
ligion itfelf, whether he de- 
fign it or not; becaufe he 
impliedly allows, that, if the 
profeflor did walk agreeably 
to his religion, and obey it 
from the heart, he would be 
a good man. 

But though this is a fair 
confequence, and ought to 
be noticed as fuch, yet it is 
not a confequence, which 
will be commonly drawn. 
The perfon, who reproaches 
profeflors for not obeying 
their religion, will reproach 
religion itfelf, becaufe it does 
not enforce their obedience. 
He divides the blame between 
Sing yeti and the 
golpel itf@f. He does not 
feel greatly concerned about 
religion, if they, who pretend 
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to be its friends, are no_bet- 
ter than himfelf. Whereas, 
a chriftian, acting habitually 
in the true fpirit of his pro= 


feffion, manifefting a folemn. 


regard to the great truths, 
in which he believes—cheer- 
fully performing the duties, 
and enduring the afflictions 
of life, is a conftant reproach 
to the ungodly, and will have 
fome influence to excite at- 
tention, and imprefs convice- 
tion. Wicked men can 
{carcely behold fuch a char- 
acter, without fome ftrong 
fufpicion, that his ftate may 
be much fafer than their 
own, | 

2. Another evil, refulting 
from fuffering profeflors to 
violate their religious obliga- 
tions, without notice or pun- 
ifhment, relates to perfons 
themfelves. They might be 
reclaimed and brought to re- 
pentance, were meatures ufed 
for this purpofe, in which 
there was a {uitable mixture 
of mildnefs, folemnity and 
firmnefs. But, without ad- 
moOnition, counfel, exhorta- 
tion, or reproof, there is 
a {trong probability that of- 
fenders will proceed from 
one degree of guilt and im- 
penitence to another, and 
feel more fecure in their 
crimes. But, 

3. Lhe mifchief does not 
end here. Not only do offend- 
ers grow worfe themfelves, 
but they {pread corruption 
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among others. Sin, like the 
difeafes of the body, is infec- 
tious. One finner deftroy- 
eth much good. He defiles 
religion, fo to fpeak. Hedi- 
minifhes that folemnity, with 
which others view it. He 
encourages and invigorates 
their corrupt inclinations, 
and draws them forth into 
actual tranfgreflion. 

To prevent diforderly 
walking, and the injurious 
confequencesthence refulting 
to religion, there are two ex- 


pedients. 1. Private conver- 


fation, advice and reproof. 
2. Public difcipline and cor- 
rection. 

When we witnefs immor- 
al and unbecoming behav- 
iour in a brother or {fifter, 
profefling godlinefs, we are 
boundto converfe with them 
on the fubject—to adminif- 
ter reproof proportionate to 
the offence. Perhaps private 
converfation may prevent an 
increafing evil. Perhaps the 
offence was of a lefs import- 
ant nature, and not of fuff- 
cient magnitude to be laid 
before the church. But if 
it were, a feafonable admo- 
nition may, with a divine 
blefling, reclaim the offender. 
We are not to confider this 
bufinefs of private admoni- 
tion asa duty, which we are 
at liberty to perform or neg- 
lect, as we pleafe. God has 
plainly enjoined it, and the 
eternal falvation of our breth- 






ren may require it. “Thoy 
Shalt, in any wife, rebuke thy 
brother, and not fuffer fin- upon 
him. (Lev. xix. 17.) Exhort 
one another daily, while it is 
called to-day, left any be harden. 
ed, through the deceitfulne/s of 
fin. (Heb. iii. 13.) Let us 
confider one another, to provoke 
unto love and to good works, 
(Heb. x. 24.) Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him, let him 
know, that he that converteth a 


finer fromthe error of bis ways, 


fhall fave a foul from death, 
and Jhall hide a multitude of 


fins. (James v. 20.) 


But the fuccefs of thefe pri. 
vate applications depends, 
under God, in a great meaf- 
ure on the time and manner, 
in which they are made. If 
you feek the fpiritual advan- 
tage of an offending brother, 
take fuch an opportunity, 
when his mind is moft calm. 
and ferious—perhaps, when 
he is rendered in fome meaf- 
ure thoughtful by adverfity. 
Do not addrefs him in the 
harfh, imperious ftyle of a 
mafter, but with the tender- 
nefs and compaflion of a 
brother, whofe bowels yearn 
over him, and who {feeks 
nothing fo much as to pro- 
mote his {piritual good. Do 
not aggravate his faults, but 
make whatever gllowances 
may be made TOnfiftently 
with faithfulnefs. But if 
the offence be great, and ob- 
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ftinately perfifted in, it muft 
be rebuked with firmnefs 
and feverity. The duty is 
difficult, and requires much 
prudence ; but is not on that 

ccount to be neglected. Let 
us rather humble ourfelves 
before God, and implore wif- 
dom from him, that he would 
teach us wifdom, and fill our 
mouths with acceptable 
words, and give fuccefs to 
our endeavours. 

But if private admonitions 
benotfuccefsful, or the offence 
be enormous, or of a public 
nature,churchdifcipline muft 
be reforted to; by which I 
mean cenfures paft, or re- 
proof adminiftered by the 
church in its collective ca- 
nacity, on delinquent indi- 
viduals. Such meafures as 
thefe were ufed in the Jewith 
church, and likewife the 
primitive church of Chrift. 

Them that fin before all, 
faith Paulto Timothy, rebuke 
before all. When the fame 
apoftle was informed, on 
good authority, that there 
was, in the Corinthian 
church, a perfon guilty of 
inceft, he enjoins it upon 
them, with fome warmth, 
that they fhould proceed to 
punifh him, and withdraw 
allintercourfe with him. J 
verily, as abfent in the body, 
but prefentgn /pirit, have judg- 
ed already, as though I were 
prefent, concerning him, that 
hath done this deed: in the 





name of the Lord Fefus Chrift, 
when ye are gathered together, 
and my {pirit, with the power 
of our Lord Fefus Chrift, to de- 


liver fuch an one unto Satan, 


for the deftruction of the flefh, 


that the [pirit may he faved, ix 
the day of the Lord Fefus. So 
likewife the apoftle tells us 
that hedeliveredto Satan Hy- 
meneus and Alexander, that 
they might learn not to “a. 
pheme. The kind of punifh- 
ment, here mentioned, was 
indeed different from any, 
which churches at the ' pref- 
ent day have the power of 
inflicting. They delivered 
over unto Satan, fo that cer- 
tain bodily difeafes were 
fent, for the deftruétion of 
the flefh ; by which the body 
was enfeebled and emaciated. 
‘Now, though the infliction 
of this particular kind of pun- 
ifhment implies miraculous 
powers, and therefore we 
have nothing to do with it, 
yet thefe places prove all that 
is to our prefent purpofe, 
viz. the fact, that the primi- 
tive churches did exercife 
difcipline over diforderly 
walkers. The matter is ren- 
dered; ftill plainer by the 
fecond epiftle, wherein are 
mentioned the effects pro- 
duced on this offender, by 
thecenfure, which thechurch 
had pafled, and the punifh- 
ment inflicted. He appears 
to have been greatly hum- 
bled and reclaimed. Sufi 
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cient to fuch @ man was this pun- 
ifhment inflitted of many. So 
that contrawife, ye ought rather 
toforgive him, and comfort him, 
left fuch an one fhould be fwal- 
lowed up = overmuch forrow. 


(il. Cor. ii. 6, 7.) 
(To be concluded. } 
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MESSRS. EDITORS, 

Ir the following fhort fketch of a 
real character, under the fictitious 
name of Ebrius, willbe ufeful as a 
warning to any, it is at your difpofal. 


Exsrius was born of par- 
ents probably pious; but 
their religion wasmixed with 
a large portion of fupertti- 
tion and enthufiafm. This 
fon enjoyed the advantages 
of a common _ education; 
but his parents, having 
withdrawn themfelves from 
the church and worthip 
where they lived, indulged 
him with abfence from pub- 
lic worfhip, and were not 
careful to reftrain their chil- 
dren from profaning the fab- 
bath. Ebrius, being of an 
irritable, peevifh and malic- 
ious temper, greatly needed 
the firm hand of difcipline 
from his parents, which was 
not carefully and fteadily 
adminiftered. Averfe from 
induftry and labour, he grew 
up without forming habits 
of diligence, order, and {elf- 
government, which are high- 
ly important to a virtuous 
and worthy character, 


Charaéter of Ebrius. 





Having a high opinion of 
himfelf, and an averfion from 
labour, he applied to an at. 
torney’s office; where he at- 
tained knowledge of the law 
fufficient only to fwell his 
vanity, and lead him to think 
himfelf capable of bufinefs ; 
but was never admitted to 
the bar, nor qualified to 
tranfact bufinefs’ correctly, | 
Acting fometimes as countel 
in petty dilputes, he was fre- 
quently agitating them a. 
mong neighbours, and read- 
ily embraced every opportu- 
nity to quarrel himfelf. Un- 
reftrained by moral princi- 
ples, he did not hefitate to 
feize any advantage of oth- 
ers, by fraud or otherwife, 
which might be done with 
impunity. The fabbath was 
generally {pent in idlenefs, or 
in attending to fome little 
fecular bufinefs. Rarely did 
he vifit the houfe of God. 
His religious opinions, fo far 
as he had any, refembled fa- 
talifm and univerfalifm. 

Without any fixed princi- 
ples of virtue, and, like the 
idle in general, reforting to 
places of drinking and vice, 
he became intemperate. Ar- 
dent {pirits inflamed his paf- 
fions, and made him more 
peevith, boifterous and quar- 
relfome. 

When upwardillof thirty 
years of age, he married a 
perfon, whofe temper was 
not unlike his own. His 
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houfe, inftead of being the 
dwelling of love, virtue and 
peace, became the abode of 
{trife and every evil work. 
Two perfons of fuch tempers 
could not long live together 
with comfort. They mifer- 
ably dragged life along a few 
years, when they were fepa- 
rated by judicial authority. 
Itishardtoconceive the great 
unhappinefs of this family. 
After this he lived part of the 
time alone, as none could en- 
joy peace and comfort with 
him, efpecially when his pai- 
fions were enflamed by the 
inebriating cup. Avoided 
by all, who valued their rep- 
utation, he was miferable in 
the extreme. Often has he 
been heard to exprefs his 
wretchednefs, and that he 
confidered life a burden. 
He died alone in his houfe in 
a fit of intoxication, a moit 
horrible and fhocking {pecta- 
cle, before he attained his 
fiftieth year. Such is fome- 
times the way and end of the 
wicked. But their milery 
here is but the precurfor of 
thofe torments, which they 
willfuffer in the world of 
retribution. 

The above account fug- 
gefts fome of the evil effects 
of parents and heads of fam- 
ilies abfenting themfelves 
from public worhhip, and in- 
dulging their children in the 

rofanation of the fabbath. 
t admonifhes them of the 
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vaft importance of early 
teaching and governing their 
children, and training them 
up to induftry, order, obedi- 
ence and piety. Paffions, in- 
dulged, will foon rife above 
reftraint. It isa cruel ‘ten- 
dernefs in parents to allow 
the reins of government to 
their children. The mind, 
notearly ftored-with religious 
and moral principles, is com- 
monly the feat of ignorance, 
diforder, and irreligion.— 
Good fruit cannot be expect- 
ed withoutfowing good feed? 
the garden uncultivated will 
be fuil of noxious weeds. 
Idlenefs is the parent of 
many vices; and moit vices 
thrive when foftered by the 
hand of the idle. ‘The idle 
man is apt to ftand in the 
way of finners; to aflociate 
with the worlt company ; 
to learn the language of the 
profane; to drink deep of 
the intoxicating cup; to be 
difgufting and quarrelfome 
in his behaviour; as one 
exprefies it, “ he is in the 
devil’s workfhop,”” in which 
all kinds of iniquity are 
wrought. The idle youth 
willcommonly became the 
idle man. Itis ufually the 


cafe, that they, who have not 


been early taught the im. 
portance of religion, and the 
great ufe of the fabbath, neg- 
le& religion and its infti- 
tutions all their days. A 
neglect of the fabbath and its 
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facred duties will foon infect 
the whole moral character. 
How wretched is vice!— 
Sin and mifery are clofely al- 
lied. The way of tranfgreffors 
is hard. Let parents be warn- 
ed to guard their children 
from the indulgence of fuch 
a dreadful temper, and form- 
ing a character like that a- 
bove defcribed. The feeds of 
vice are in all; they foon 
vegetate and {pring up. In 
a foil fo congenial to them 
as the human heart, if their 
growth be unreftrained, they 
will foon ftrike their roots 
deep, andextend their branch- 
es far and wide; and their 
fruit ismifery. Let.all, who 
find in themfelves any _pro- 
pentity to the vices of Ebrius, 
be warned, by his miferable 
life and death, to beware and 
reform. ‘Such propeniities, 
indulged, foon grow into 
habits, and become, like the 
Fthiopian’s fkinand leopard’s 
fpots, unchangeable. wn. s. 
_——=—=—_ 
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4 LETTER FROM DR. WATTS TO 
MRS. SEWALL. 
London, Nov. 7, 1728. 
MADAM, 

YESTERDAY from Mr. Sew- 
all’s hand I received the fa- 
vour of feveral letters from 
my friends in New-England, 
amd a particular account of 
that fharp and {furprifing 


ftroke of Providence, that 
has made a painful andlafting 
wound in your foul. He 
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defiredaletter from my hand, 
directed to you, which might 
carry in it fome balm for an 
afflicted fpirit. 

By his information I find 
Tam not an utter ftranger to 
your family and kindred, 
Mr. Lee, your venerable 
grandfather, was predeceflor 
to Mr. Thomas Rowe, my 
honoured tutor, and once 
my paitor, in my younger 
years. Mr. Peacock, who 
married your eldeft aunt, was 
my intimate friend. Mrs. 
Bifhop and Mrs. Hixby were 
both my acquaintance, tho’ 
my long illnefs and my ab- 
fence from London have 
made me a ftranger to their 
pofterity, whom I knew 
when children ; but now I 
know not, who are living, 
or where. Dr. Cotton Math- 
er, your late father-in-law, 
was my yearly correfpond- 
ent ; andl lament the Jofs 
of him. But the lof.¥ 
have fuftained is of a tender- 
er and more diftrefling kind; 
yet let us fee whether there 
are not fuflicient fprings of 
confolation flowing all @ 
round you to alla Ly the {mart 
of fo fharp aforrow. And 
may the ‘Lord open your 
eyes, as he did the eyes of 
Hagar in the wildernefs, to 
efpy the fpring of water, 
when fhe was dying with 
thirft, and the child over a- 


gaintt her ready to expire. 


(Gen. xxi. 19.) 
Have you loft two lovely 











children? Did you make 
them your idols? If you did, 
God has faved you from idol 
atry. If you did not, 
have your God fill ; nas a 
creature cannot be miferable, 
who has a God. The little 
words my God have infinitely 
iore {weetnefs than my fons, 
or my daughters. Were they 
very defirable bleflings ?-— 
Your God calls you then to 
the nobler facrifice. Can 
you give up thefe to him at 
his call? God delights in 
fuch a facrifice. Were they 
your all? So was Ifaac, when 
Abraham was required to 
part with him at God’s altar. 
Are you not a daughter of 
Abraham ? Then imitate his 
faith, his felf-denial, his obe- 
dience; and make your evi- 
dences of fuch a fpiritual re- 
lation to him fhine brighter 
on this folemn occafion. Has 
God taken them from your 
arms? Had you not devoted 
them to Him in baptifm? 
And are you difpleafed that 
God calls for his own ? Was 
not your heart fincere in the 
refignation of them to Him? 
Shew then, Madam, the fin- 
cerity of your heart, inleaving 
them in the hands of God. 
Do you fay they are loft ? Not 
out of God’s fight, a and God’s 
world, theugh. they are gone 
out of your fight, and our 
world. _ All live ta God. You 
may hope the {preading cov- 
enant of grace has fheitered 
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them from the fecond death. 
They live, though not with 
you. Are you ready to com- 
u plain that you have profigns 
forth for the grave ! ? It may 
be fo, but zot in vain. (IHfai. 
Ixv. 23.) “ They fhall not la- 
bour in vain, nor bring 
forth for trouble, (i. e. for 
forrow without hope) for 
they are the feed of the blefl- 
ed of the. Lord, and their 
offspring with them.” This 
has been a {weet text to many 
amother, when their chil- 
dren have been called away 
betimes. And the prophet 
Jeremy (chapter “xxxi. 15, 
19) has very comfortable 
woids to allay the fame for- 
rows. Did you pleafe your- 
felf in what comfort you 
might have derived from 
them in maturer = years? 
But, Madam, do you confid 
er fufliciently that God has 
taken them away. from the 
evil tocome,and hiddenthem 
in the grave, from the pre- 
vailingand mifchievoustemp- 
tations of a degenerate age ? 
My brother’s wife in Lon- 
don has’ buried feven or 
eight children, and, among 
them, all her fons. This 
thought has reconciled her 
to the providence of God— 
that thetemptations of young 
men in this age are fo -ex- 
ceedingly great, and fhe has 
feen fo many young gentle- 
nen of her acquaintance fo 
fhainefully degenerate, that 











































fhe wipes her tears for the 
fons fhe has buried, and com- 
pofes her foul to patience and 
thankfulnefs with one only 
daughter remaining. Per- 
haps God has, by this ftroke, 
prevented a thoufand un- 
known forrows. Are your 
fons dead ? But are all your 
mercies dead too? A wor- 
thy hufband isa living com- 
fort ; and may God preferve 
and reftore him to you with 
yoy. Food, raiment, fafety, 
peace, liberty of confcience, 
accefs to the mercy-feat, 
hope of heaven—all thefe are 
daily matters of thankfulnefs. 
Good Madam, Iet not one 
forrow bury them all. Shew 
that you area chriftian, by 
Salied } it appear that relig- 
ion has fupports in it, which 
the world cannot give. Turn 
your thoughts often to the 
brighter fcenes of heaven 
and the refurrection. Engage 
yourfelf in fome ufeful em- 
ployment, left a folitary and 
inactive life tempt you to 
fit brooding over your for- 
rows, and nurfe them to a 
dangerous fize. 
— Forgive the freedom of a 
ftranger, Madam, who wifh- 
es to be the friend of Chrift, 
and of fouls. 
SAAC WATTS. 

P. S. I will mention one 
thing more, which may not 
be ufelefs on this mournful 
occafion. God had one Son, 


and he gave him up and de- 
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voted him to a bloody death, 
out of love to fuch finners as 
you and I. Cannot you 
give up your fons at his call ? 
This turns a painful affliction 
into a holy facrifice. Are 
the two deareft things torn 
from the heart of a mother? 
Then you may fit fo much 
the loofer to this world, and 
you may have the fewer 
dangerous attachments to 
this life. ’Tis a happinefs 
for a chriftian not to have 
his heart-ftrings tied too faft 
to any thing beneath God 
and heaven. Happy the 
foul, who is ready to remove 
at the divine fummons. The 
fewer engagements we have 
on earth, the more we may 
live above. and have our 
thoughts more fixed on 
things divine and heavenly. 
May this painful ftroke be 
thus fanctified, and lead 
you nearer to God. Amen, 
I. W. 


Mrs. SEWALL. 
_——— 


SELECTIONS RELATIVE TO THE RE- 
LIGIOUS OPINIONS OF SIR WIL« 
LIAM JONES. 


[Concluded from page 102.)] 


Tue teftimony of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones to the verity and 
authenticity of the old and 
new teftamentsis well known, 
from the care with which it 
has been circulated in Eng- 
land ; but, asit has a partic- 
ular lait to be inferted in 
the memoirs of his life, I 
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¢tranfcribe it from his own 
manufcript in his bible. 

‘J have carefully and reg- 
ularly perufed the holy fcrip- 
tures, and am of opinion, 
that the volume, independ- 
ently of its divine origin, 
contains more {fublimity, pur- 
er morality, more important 
hiftory, and finer ftrains of 
eloquence, than can be col- 
lected from all other books, 
in whatever language they 
may have been written.” 

This opinion is repeated, 
with little variation of ex- 

reflion,in a difcourfe, ad- 
drefled to the Society, in Feb- 
ruary, 1791. 

‘ Theological inquiries are 
no part of my prefent fubject; 
but I cannot refrain from 
adding, that the collection of 
tracts, which we call, from 
their excellence, the /crip- 
tures, contain, independently 
of a divine origin, more 
true fublimity, more exqui- 
fite beauty, purer morality, 
more important hiftory, and 
finer {trains both of poetry 
and eloquence, than could 
be colleéted, within the fame 
compa{s, from all other books 
that were ever compofed in 
any age, or any idiom. The 
two parts, of which the 
icriptures confift, are con- 
nected by a chain of compo- 
fitions, which bear no refem- 
blance in form or ftyle to any 
that can be produced from 
the ftores of Grecian, Indian, 


Perfian, or even Arabian 
learning; the antiquity of 
thofe compofitions no man 
doubts; and the unftrained 
application of them to events 
long fubfequent to their pub- 
lication, is a folid ground of 
belief that they were genuine 
compofitions, and confe- 
quently infpired. But, if 
any thing be the abfolute ex- 
clufive property of each indi- 
vidual, itis his belief; and 
I hope I fhould be one of the 
Jaft men living, who could 
harbour a thought of intrud- 
ing my own belief on the 
free minds of others.” 

In his difcourfe of the fol- 
lowing year we find him a- 
gain mentioning the Mofaic 
hiftory, under a fuppofition, 
aflumed for the fake of the 
argument, which he was dif- 
culling, that it had no hight 
authority than any oth 
book of hiftory, which the 
refearches of the curious had 
accidentally brought to light. 

“On this fuppofition, (I 
quote his own words) that 
the firft eleven chapters of 
the book, which it is thought 
proper to call Genefis, are 
merely a preface to the old- 
eft civil hiftory now extant, 
we fee the truths of them 
confirmed by antecedent 
reafoning, and by evidence 
in part highly probable, and 
in part certain.” 

But, that no mifconception 
might be entertained on this 
















awful fubjeét by the igno- 
rant ; and to site the pofli- 
bility ofany perverfe mifap- 
plication of his fentiments, 
he adds : * But the connex- 
ion of the Mofaic hiftory with 
that of the gofpel, by a chain 
of fublime predictions un- 
queftionably ancient, and ap- 
parently fulfilled, muft in- 
duce us to think the Hebrew 
narrative more than human 
in its origin, and confequent- 
ly true in every fubftantial 
part of it, though poflibly 
exprefied in figurative lan- 
guage, as many learned and 
pious men have believed, 
and as the moft pious may 
believe without injury, and 
perhaps with advantage to 
the caufe of revealed relig- 
ion.” 

In Mr. Jones’ tenth dif- 
courfe before the Afiatic So- 
ciety, in 1793, he mentions, 
with a {fatisfaction, which 
every pious mind muit en- 
joy, the refult of the inquir- 
ies of the fociety, over 
which he prefided. 

“In the firft place, we 
cannot, furely, deem it an in- 
confiderable advantage, that 
all our hiftorical refearches 
have conlirmed the Mofaic 
accounts of the primitive 
world ; and our teftimony on 
that fubject ought to have 
the greater weight, becaufe, 
ifthe refult of our obferva- 
tions had been totally differ- 
erent, we fhould, neverthe- 
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lefs, have publifhed them, 
not indeed with equal pleaf- 
ure, but with equal confi- 
dence; for truth is mighty, 
and, whatever be its cone 
quences, muft always prevail; 
but, independently of our 
intereft in corroborating the 
multiplied evidences of re- 
vealed religion, we could 
{carcely gratify our minds 
with a more ufeful and ra. 
tional entertainment, than 
the contemplation of thofe 
wonderful revolutions in 
kingdoms and ftates, which 
have happened within little 
more than four thoufand 
years; revolutions almoft as 
fully demonttrative of an all- 
ruling providence, as the 
{ftructure of the univerfe, 
and the final caufes, which 
are difcernible in its whole 
extent, and even in its moft 
remote parts.” 

The preceding quotations - 
fufficiently demonftrate the 
fentiments of Sir William 
Jones on the fubject of reve- 
Jation; and they may be 
fairly confidered as evincing 
an anxiety on his part to im- 
prefs his own belief to others; 
for the very  expreflions, 
which may feem to imply 
hefitation or indifference in 
his mind, are particularly a- 
dapted to enforce conviction 
on thofe, to whom they were 
addreffed. It. is worthy of 
remark, that the reflections 
in many of the paflages cit- 
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ed, although fuch as would 
naturally occur to a believer 
in the fcriptures, are not 
neceffarily called for by the 
fubjeét under his difcuffion, 
and could only proceed from 
his zeal in the inveftigation 
and propagation of truth. 
This was the fixed object of 
his whole life, as he has him- 
felf declared in the following 
elegant couplets : 
Before thy mytftic altars, heavenly 
truth, 
I kneel in manhood, as I knelt in 
youth : 


Thus let me kneel, till this dull 
form decay, 

And life’s laft fhade be brighten’d 
by thy ray ; 

Then fhall my foul, nowloftin clouds 
below, 

Soar without bound, without con- 
fuming, glow. 


The mind of Sir William 
Jones was never tainted with 
infidelity ; but there was a 
period, as I have already ob- 
ferved, before his judgment 
was matured, and before he 
had ftudied the {criptures 
with clofe attention, when 
his belief in the truth of rev- 
elation was tinged with 
doubts. But thefe were the 
tranfient clouds, which for 
a while obfcure the dawn, 
and difperfe with the rifing 
fun. His heart and his judg- 
ment told him that religion 
was a fubject of fupreme im- 
portance, and the evidence 
of its truth worthy his moft 
ferious inveftigation. He 
fat down to it without prej- 


udice, and rofe from the in- 
quiry with a_ conviétion, 
which the ftudies of his fu- 
ture life invigorated and 
confirmed. The completion 
of the prophecies relating to 
our Saviour had imprefied 
upon his youthful mind this 
invaluable truth, that the 
language of Ifaiah and the 
prophets was infpired ; and 
in his belief, to which frefh 
proofs were progreflively ad- 
ded, heclofed his life. He has, 
I truft, received, through the 
merits of his Redeemer, the 
reward of his faith. 

In matters of eternal con- 
cern,the authority of the high- 
eft human opinions has no 
claim to be admitted as 
ground of belief; but it may 
with the ftri@eft propriety be 
oppofed to that of men of in- 
ferior learning and penetra- 
tion; and, whilft the pious 
derive fatisfaétion from the 
perufal of fentiments accord- 
ing with their own, thofe, 
who doubt or difbelieve, 
fhould be induced to weigh, 
with candour and impartial- 
ity, arguments, which have 
produced conviction in the 
minds of the beft, the witeit, 
and the moit learned of man- 
kind. 

Among fuch as have pro- 
fefled a fteady belief in the 
doétrines of  chriftianity, 
where fhall greater names be 
found than thofe of Bacon 
and Newton ? Of the former, 
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and of Locke, it may be ob- 
ferved, that they were both 
innovators in fcience. Dif- 
daining to follow the fages 
of antiquity through the 
beaten paths of errour, they 
broke through prejudices, 
which had long obftruéted 
the progrefs of found knowl- 
edge, and laid the foundation 
of fcience on folid ground ; 
whilft the genius of Newton 
carried him extra flammantia 
menia mundi. Thefe men, 
to their great praife, and we 
may hope to their eternal 
happinefs, devoted much of 
their time to the ftudy of 
the fcriptures. If the evi- 
dence of revelation had been 
weak, who were better qual- 
ified toexpofe its unfound- 
nefs ? If our national faith 
were a mere fable, a political 
fuperftition, why were minds, 
which boldly deftroyed prej- 
udices in fcience, blind to 
thofe in religion? They read, 
examined, weighed, and be- 
lieved ; and the fame vig- 
ourous intelleét, that difperf- 
ed the mifts, which conceal- 
ed the temple of human 
knowledge, was itfelf illu- 
minated with the radiant 
truths of divine revelation. 
Such authorities, and let 
me now add to them the 
name of Sir William Jones, 
are defervedly entitled to 
great weight. Let thofe, 
who fupercilioufly — rejeét 
them, compare their intel- 
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lectual powers, their fcientifie 
attainments, and vigour of 
application, with thofe of the 
men, whom I have named ; 
the comparifon may perhaps 
lead them to fufpect that 
their incredulity (to adopt 
the idea of a profound {chol. 
ar) may be the refult of a lit- 
tle {mattering in learning, 
and great felf conceit, and 
that, by harder ftudy and 
a humbled mind, they may 
regain the religion, which 
they have left. 

I fhall not apologize for the 
extracts, which I have intro- 
duced from the works of 
Sir William Jones, nor for 
the reflections, to which they 
have naturaly led. The for- 
mer difplay that part of his 
character, which alone is 
now important to his happi- 
nefs; and I am authorized 
to add, not only from what 
appears in his printed works 
and private memoranda, in 
more than one of which, 
containing a delineation of 
his daily occupations, I find 
a portion of time, alloted to 
the perufal of the fcriptures, 
but from other fatisfactory 
teftimony, that the writings 
of our beft divines engaged 
a large portion of his atten- 
tion, and that private devo- 
tion was not neglected by 
him. The following lines, 
which afford a proof both of 
his tafte and piety, were 
written by him after a dili- 
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gent perufal of eight fermons 
of Barrow in his retirement 
at Chrifhnanagur, in 1786, 
and with thefe I fhall con- 
clude my obfervations on his 


religious opinions. 

As meadows parch’d, brown graves, 
and withering flowers 

Imbibe the fparkling dew and genial 
fhowers ; 

As chill dark air inhales the morning 
beam ; 

As thirfty harts inhale the gelid 
{tream ; 

Thus to man’s grateful foul from 
heaven defcend 

The mercies of his father, lord and 

‘friend. 
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ON RELIGION.—Nom. ITT. 


Tue preceding numbers 
fuggefted fome thoughts on 
the nature and properties of 
religion, and on its pre-emi- 
nence or great fuperiority to 
all other attainments. The 
prefent number will, accord- 
ing to the plan propofed, 
treat on the motives and ar- 
guments, which evince the ur- 
gent neceflity of immediate- 
ly attending toreligion, And, 

tr. Its being the principal 
thing is one confideration, 
which ought to be ferioufly 
regarded, and to have great 
weight and immediate infu- 
ence with us. That, which 
is of the higheft moment, 


ought to be firft and chiefly 


attended to; as mutt be ad- 

mitted by all, even by thofe, 

who have the flendereft pre- 

tences to wildom : And ‘that 
-_ 


religion is indeed the moft in- 
terefting concernof mankind, 
nonewill deny but infidelsand 
ideots ; though, alas! many 
among men do by their daily 
and fad neglect of religion 
practically contradict this 
plain and acknowledged fen- 
timent. Our Saviour, {peak- 
ing in regard to religion, 
{ays ; But one thing is needful ; 
that is, none fo needtul, fo 
important asthis. Seriouily 
endeavour then, readers, to 
have your minds _ eftablifhed 
in belief of this truth. Real- 
ize that no poffeflion, no ate 
tainment, no honour, no 
wealth, no enjoyment, is fo 
precious and important as 
true religion: -For, if this 
truth were well eftablifhed 
in your minds, it might ra- 
tionally be expected, that it 
would immediately and hap- 
pily influence your defires, 
your prayers, your endeav- 
ours, and your whole con- 
duct, : 

2. Without religion there 
is no frue happinefs. There 


~are, indeed, numerous out- 
‘ward enjoyments; many 


worldly delights; many ane 
imal pleafures and gratifica- 
tions. And thefe you may, 
perhaps, poffefs to the full, 


may be contented with them, 


and blefs yourfelves in the 


enjoyment of them. © But 
they are not true and fub- 
itantial happinefs: far from 
it. ‘They.are only of an out- 
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ward nature, and cannot in 

the leaft degree comfort and 
refrefh the mind. ‘They are 
very precarious ; there being 
a thoufand accidents that 
may deprive you of them. 
They pertainonly to the body 
and this hfe; and there- 
fore at death entirely and 
forever vanifh. But relig- 
ion, being an inward and 
fpiritual attainment, being 
of an incorruptible nature, 
fails not to yield folid and 
permanent; yea, everlafting 
felicity. It claims, then, 
your immediate attention ; 
and you can never excufe 
yourfelves in any patt or pref- 
ent neglect of it. 

. Without religion there 
isno real fafety—This world, 
in confequence of man’s a- 
poftacy and human deprav- 
ity, is a ftate of great temp- 
tation, and peculiar danger. 
You are here furrounded 
with numerous enemies; 
{fpiritual enemies; enemies 
of your holinefs and virtue; 
enemies of your falvation. 
Thefe enemies may be rank- 
ed and comprehended under 


the three following terms ; 


the flesh ; the world, and 
the devil. All your danger lies 
in the agency and influence 
of thefe enemies, and in your 
parleying with and yielding 
tothem. Now, if you are 
deftitute of religion, you 
have no effectual guard a- 
gaint thefe adverfaries.— 
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You are hable continually to 
be led aftray by them. You 
are in danger every moment 
of falling a prey to them ; 
of falling, alas! irrecoverably. 
See, then, the importance of 
religion 3 feel it to be your 
immediate and principal con- 
cern; and delay not to fe- 
cure the invaluable bleffing. 
4. Without religion you 
are unfit to live ; that is, you 
cannot live as becomes ra- 
tional and intelligent beings : 
You cannot live tothe glory 
of God, or ferve your.gener- 
ation according to his will : 
You cannot faithfully, or 
from holy principles, dif- 
charge the duties incumbent 
on you as individuals, or as 
conne¢ted in families and fo- 
cieties: In a word, without 
religion, you cannot anfwer 
the important ends of your 
creation, of your preferva- 
tion, or of the high privile 
es and bleflings, with which 
you are indulged. Realize 
hence the urgent neceflity 
and immediate importance 
of religion ; and content not 
yourfelves, give yourfelves 
no reft, till you have gained 
the one thing ages that 
good, that beft. part, which 
was chofen by Mary, which 
our Saviour fo highly ap- 
proved of in her, and which 
fhallneverbetakenaway from 
thofe, who make choice of it. 
. Without religion you 
are by no means fit to die— 


- 
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Death is a very ferious and 
folemnn thing. It is an event, 
inevitably before you ; it be- 
ing the threatened wages 
of apoftacy and fin, and 
exprefsly appointed of God, 
for all perfons once to die. 
You have frequent warnings 
of your certain mortality in 
the word of God, andin the 
death of others; and fome- 
times in the affecting remov- 
al of your near and dear 
friends. The time, when 
death will come, as it re- 
fpects you, is altogether un- 
certain. But, whatever your 
age may be, you find, that 
many of the fame age, and 
multitudes even younger 
than yourfelves, ga down to 
the congregation of the dead. 
You have no fecurity, then, 
againift the arrefts of difeafe 
and death. What, therefore, 
is the end of all living ; what 
is fo intereftingly before you, 
and may even be at hand, 
you fhould now ferioufly lay 
to heart, and be taught fo to 
number your days, as to ap- 
ply your hearts to wifdom, 
to true religion. For with- 
out religion you are alto. 
gether unprepared for this 
event: Without religion 
you cannot die fafely ; you 
can have no ftaff to {upport 
and comfort you; and con- 
fequently you mutt be in a 
fituation truly deplorable and 
wretched. But if at death 
in poffeflion of true religion ; 
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if infpired with the clorious 
hopes of chriftianity, you 
will not only die fafely, but 
may die joyfully, may die 
triumphantly. O,how ime 
portant, then, does religion 
appear ; and how urgent is 
the neceflity of attending to 
it now, while there is op- 
portunity for it! Now ts the 
accepted time: behold, now 
is the day of falvation! To- 
dav, therefore, while it is 
called to-day, if ye will hear, 
believe and obey the Son of 
God ; or,in other words, if 
ye will bow to the authority 
and influence of divine relig- 
ion, your fouls fhall live ; 
you fhall not be hurt of the 
firft or fecond death; but 
fhall triumph in eternal vic- 
tory, and be crowned with 
immortality. 

6. Without religion you 
are entirely unfit to appear at 
the judgment. ‘The day of 
judgment is appointed : it is 
approaching fait; and may 
come at an hour ye think 
not of. 

«© That awful day will furely come, 

Th’ appointed hour makes hafte, 
When all muft ftand before their 

Judge, 

And pafs the folemn teft.” 

But, ifin that day you be 
found deftitute of religion, 
you cannot ftand. With- 
out being vetted with the Re. 
deemer’s righteoufnels, and 
with the ornaments of chrif- 
tianity, you cannot be ap- 
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proved or accepted of your 
Judge. You cannot give up 
your aceount with joy ; but 
muft do it with grief, with 
foré amazement and fad re- 
morte. 

Why then fhould not re- 
ligion be accounted the prin- 
cipal thing, the moft inter- 
eliing concern; and engage 
your immediate and chief 
attention? The wicked, we 
are exprefsly affured, /bail 
not frand in the sudgment, nor 


Sinners in the congregation of the 


righieous. But to the right- 
eous, to the truly religious, 
it will in that day be faid by 
the glorious Judge ; Come ye 
bleffed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundution of the world ! 

47. Without religion there 
can be no qualification for, 
or admiffion to, a bleffed e- 
ternity. ‘To eternity all are 
haftening ; and it will be aw- 
fully miferable, or illuftriouf 
ly blefled, to every individu- 
al, according to his ftate and 
character. The wicked /hall 
go away into everlafting punifbe 
ment; but the righieous into 
life eternal. ‘TVhat, which in 
this life moft diftinguithes 
the righteous from the 
wicked, is religion ; the true 
love and practice of religion. 
And, as this is the only qual- 
ification for fafe and happy 
living, for fupport and _tri- 
umph in death, and for joy- 
ful and acceptable appearance 
at the judgment ; {o it is in- 


difpenfably requifite for, an 
introduétion to a glorious 
and blefled eternity ; for an 
admiffion to the favourable 
and everlafting prefence of 
God, where are fulne/s of joys, 
and pleafures forevermore. 
Now, readers, under an 
impreflion of the plain, but 
folemn truths, that have been 
fuggefted, you will acknowl. 
edgethe inexpreflible import- 
ance of religion ; you will be 
convincedof the urgent necef- 
fity of immediately attending 
to and embracing it. Re- 
ligion being, as has been con- 
fidered, the principal thing ; 
it being that, without which 
there isno true happine/s, no 
real fafety, no fitnefs for living, 
no preparedne/s for death, no 
readinefs for sudgment, no quale 
ification for a bleffed eternity 3 
how forcible is the conclu- 
fion, That religion fhould be 
the immediate concern, and ~ 
daily bufinefs of all, who are 
probationers for another and 
never ending ftate of exift- 
ence! O let not.the fubjec 
pafs, then, without giving 
it your inftant and moft fe- 
rious attention. What has 
been here offered is but 
a {mall part of what 
might be faid upon it. Jam 
fenfible, I have not done the 
fubject juitice. It requires 
the addition of your daily 
thought,yourattentiveftudy, 
and the beit helps, you can 
obtain. Be not indifferent 
to it. Be not diverted from 
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it. . Think not that another 
or future time will bc a more 
convenient feafon for attend- 
ing to it, than the prefent. 
Think not that your whole 
lives, or even eternity itfelf, 
will be too much to be em- 
ployed by you in devotion 
to the ftudy, the duties, the 
exercifes, and the pleafures 
of religion. Imagine not 
that any can begin in this 
work too foon, too early in 
‘life. Thoufands have la- 
mented their neglect of it,and 
that they did not engage in 
it earlier. Not one, it is pre- 
fumed, in his right mind, ev- 
er repented that he began 
a religious life. too young ; 
or had any reafon to doubt 
but that religion would prove 
a fource of bleffednefs forev- 
er. If, then, dear readers, 
you have any with hence- 
forth to enjoy true happi- 
nefs ; if you have any defire 
of finding {peedy reft to your 
fouls; of being comfortable 
through life; fafe and peace- 
ful in death; triumphant in 
the day of judgment; and 
bleffed in heaven to all eter- 
nitv ; O bow, immediately 
bow, to the attractive charms 
and {weet influence of relig- 
ion ; and then fhall your de- 
fire be accompliihed. 
PAULINUS. 


TRE SON 





EXTRACTS FROM A DISCOURSE, OCe 
CASIONED BY THE TOTAL Fe 
ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, WHICH 
TOOK PLACE juNE 16, 1506. 
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AMOS F111. On 
It foal come to pafs, faith the Lord, 
that I will caufe the fun to go down 
at noon, and I will darken the. carth in 


a clear day. 


To prevent all mifunders 
ftanding, 1 would obferve, 
that there is nothing fuper- 
natural in fuch an event. 
If it had not taken place a- 
greeably to thofe laws of na- 
ture, which God has eftabs 
lifhed, it could not have been 
foretold. The fun is eclipf- 
ed as naturally, as it rifes and 
fets, as naturally, as the 
moon appears new at one 
time, and full at another. 

When any object comes 
between the fun and us, his 
rays are neceflarily intercept- 
ed, and we are fhaded. When 
a cloud intervenes, a fhadow 
is caft over us. Buta cloud 
being of a thin fubftance, 
many rays pierce through it ¢ 
but if the moon, which is a 
valt, folid body, come be. 
tween us and the fun, fo as 
to cover his whole face, we 
are involved in a deeper and 
thicker fhade. We get no 
light directly from the fun ; 
all we obtain is at fecond 
hand from other objects. 

Before men became ac- 
guainted with the caufe of 
eclipfes, they were viewed 
with anxiety and terrour. 
They were thought to indi- 
cate the wrath of heaven, 
and fome mighty judgments, 
by which this wrath would 
be exprefied. 
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The heathen were exceed- 
ingly addicted to the obferv- 
ance of figns and tokens. 
Therefore God faith by the 
mouth of his prophet ; Learn 
not the way of the heathen, and 
be not difmayed at the figns of 
heaven ; for the heathen are 
difmayed at them. Itisa hea- 
thenifh thing to pretend to 
foretel any future event 
by the afpects of heaven. 

We know not with what 
judgments a righteous God 
may fee fit to chaittife us. 
He may fend drought, earth- 
quakes, or the pettilence. 
Increafing immorality and ir- 
religion may well excite the 
divine wrath. But the 
late eclipfe was no indication 
of fuch judgments. ‘They 
may come {peedily, and we 
have fufficient caufe to fear 
them. Our profanity, lewd- 
nefs, neglect of prayer, and 
inattention to the foul are 
figns and tokens of a far 
more awful nature, than a- 
ny, which are exhibited in 
the natural world. 

By the late eclipfe we are 
led to reflect in what a fub- 
lime and awful manner God 
could manifeft his power_on 
earth. Whatif fome dark 
cloud like fackcloth were 
thrown over the fun, when 
there was no previous ex- 
pectation or known caufe of 
fuch an event ? What if the 
moon, when walking high 
in her brightnefs, were fud- 


denly turned into blood? 
What if the ftars were in ‘a 
moment extinguifhed, or 
fhould on the contrary in. 
ftantly blaze forth, exhibit- 
ing nothing to us but a flam. 
ing concave ? With infinite 
eafe might God remove the 
bounds, which are fet to the 
ocean, and drive up all its 
mighty waves on the def- 
erts or mountains, fo that the 
channels of the great deep 
fhouldlie bare! ‘Ihe whole 
earth might be fet in tremu- 
lous commotion, and the 
hills fend out columns of 
{moke and fire. ‘ 

Our conceptions, on this 
fubjeét, are exceedingly 
heightened by the words of 
our Saviour, than which, I 
never heard, and am per- 
fuaded never on earth fhall 
hear, any language | more fub- 
lime and terrific : There fhall 
be figns in the fun, and in the 
moon, and in the flars; and 
upon the earth diftrefs of na- 
tions, with perplexity ; the fea 
and the waves roaring, men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after thofe 
things, which are coming on the 
earth ; for the powers of heav- 
en hall be foaken. 

While we do nothing more, 
than confider what’ mani- 
feftations of power mizht be 
made on earth by the. great 
Jehovah, we clearly perceive 
that thofe muft. be in ex- 
treme danger, who are at 
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enmity. with fuch a Being ; 
thofe, on whom the weight 
of his almighty arm may at 
any moment defcend. How 
much more, when we confid- 
er, that God willin faét man- 
ifeft his power to a much 
greater degree than we 
have defcribed; and that 
we fhall witnefs thefe great 
tranfa¢tions. God _ will 
not only caufe the hills 
and mountains to fend out 
columns of fire and {moke, 
but he will abfolutely burn 
the earth : the earth with all 
its works hail. be burnt up. 
He will not drive the ocean 
from its bed to cover the 
heights of the earth, but he 
will even confume the ocean. 
He will not barely darken 
the fun, and turn the moon 
into blood, but they fhall 
both fade, and be diflolved. 
The heavens fhall pafs away 
with a great noife, and the ele- 
ents Pall melt with fervent 
heat. 

Thefe, let it be remember- 
ed, are not events foreign to 
us, They are not things, 
which will pafs without our 
knowledge and obfervation. 
We ourfelves fhall behold 
them, and have as much 
concern in them as any be- 
ings in the univerfe. 

Ifthe late eclipfe, had it 
been unexpected, would have 
occafioned univerfal terrour, 
and caufed all faces to gather 
blackne/s, how much more 


judgment, 


151 


terrible will be the day of 
‘when, in addi- 
tion to the auguft fcenes, of 
which mention has been 
made, we fhall behold the 
graves opening, and the dead 
arifing ; above all, when 
we fhall behold the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven, attended with his 
mighty angels, to take ven- 
geance on them, that know 
not God! Then will the* 
grand decifion take place. 
Then will the wicked be fep- 
arated from among the juft. 
But will all be terrified and 
agonized at thefe commo- 
tions? Will all defire to hide 
themfelves in dens and cav- 
erns? Will all defire that 
mountains may fall on them 
and hide them from the face 
of Him, that fitteth on the 
throne’? Willall dread the 
wrath of the Lamb? The 
firft chriftians feem to have 
defired the day of the Lord. 
Their language was ; Come, 
Lord ‘fefus, come quickly.— 
What has the obedient be- 
hever to fear fromthe world’s 
difiolution ? What is it to 
him, that the heavens are 
inflamed, and _ the eartl: 
confumed ? For thofe, of his 
character, are prepared a new 
heaven and a new earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteoufne/s. Heav- 
en and earth fhall pafs away, 
but that word, on w hich 
they rely, fhall never pafs a- 


Way. 
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But what kind of a relig- 
ion is it, which will endure 
this fiery trial, and produce 
calmnefs, when all nature is 
diffolving? There is nothing 
in the name of a chriftian, 
that will do all this; 
neither will the externals of 
religion do this. Pun¢tual- 
ity in attending on ordinan- 
ces will not enfure confidence 
and joy at the laft day. A 
perfon may bear the name 
of a chriftian ; he may have 
the outward appearance of a 
chriftian, and yet have good 
reafon to be terrified at the 
approaching judgment.— 
Nothing but a religion feat- 
edin the heart can enable a 
man to lift up his head with 
joy, when the judgment fhall 
fit. It isaconformity of the 
foul to the bleffed will and 
image of God. It implies 
Jove to the divine charaéter ; 
a difpofition to rejoice in 
the divine government, and 
to defire the immediate pref- 
ence of God. Such a relig- 
ion, as this, is of God’s own 
planting. ‘The temper here- 
in implied is the refult of di- 
vine grace eflicaciouily ope- 


rating on the heart; by 


which the old man with his 
deeds is put off, and the new 
man is put on; even that 
new man, which after God is 
created in righteou/ne/s and true 
boline/s. A religion, attend- 
ed with fuch confequences 
as we have defcribed, mutt 


be fincere. It muft approve 
itfelf to that God, whofe eye; 


areasa flame of fire; who 


fearcheth the hearts, and trieth 


the reins of the children of men, 
All, who have not this re. 
ligion, will be opprefled with 
horrible fear at the great day, 
Jearfulnefs fhall furprife the 
hypocrite. Dreadful mut 
be the indignation of 
that God, at whofe word the 
powers of heaven are fhaken. 
But every unrenewed finner 
mutt experience this indigna- 
tion. He muftbe forever fep. 
arated from God and_happi- 
nefs, and driven into outer 
darknefs, where there is weep- 
ing, wailing, and gnafhing of 


teeth, 
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REMARKS ON THE PUBLIC READs 
ING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
“MESSRS. EDITORS, 

I was much pleafed with 
the remarks of Scripturifta, 
in your 6th Number, on the 
public reading of the facred 
{criptures. His arguments 
muit appear convincing to 
all, who will duly weigh 
them. It muft be an affront 
to the great head of the 
church to have his inftruc- 
tions publicly neglected. ‘The 
truly primitive praétice of 
reading the facred writings 
has of late years been reviv- 
ed in many congregations. 
With great pleafure I have 
obferved the congregation to 
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which I belong, attending 
with uncommon {ferioufnefs 
and improvement to this in- 
terefting part of public wor- 
fhip. Our preacher, after 
reading the facred icriptures, 
fometimes elucidates what is 
difficult ; fometimes fums up 
the principal inftructions con- 
tained in the chapter; and 
fometimes expounds or fills 
up his difcourfe with prac- 
tical remarks on the paflage 
read. Such remarks and 
difcourfes appear peculiarly 
interefting to his hearers, 
and feem to be in the man- 
ner of our Saviour’s preach- 
ing in the fynagogue ; who, 
after reading a paflage, ex- 
ag it to his audience. 

is apoftles on fome occa- 
fions followed his example. 

It has ever appeared to 
me very proper, that every 
houfe for public worthip 
fhould contain a copy of the 
inftructions from heaven ; 
that every church as a body 
fhould poffefs the great char- 
ter of itsprivileges and hopes. 
The great Lawgiver took 
{pecial care that the taber- 
nacle and temple fhould be 
furnifhed with the book of 
the law ; and it is probable 
that every fynagogue was 
thus furnifhed. Every pub- 
lic body is very careful to 
preferve among Its archives 
its charter, laws and records. 
And why fhould not every 


church be equally careful ? 
U 


It adds folemnity to public 
worfhip, and tends to pre- 
ferve order, to have the in- 
{pired volume conttantly in 
view. It will admonifh the 
preacher not to go beyond, 
nor to fall fhort,in declaring 
the counfel of heaven. It 
would be a {mall thing for 
the church, or a few individ- 
uals, decently to furnifh the 
pulpit with a copy of the fac 
red fcriptures. And it af- 
fords a high gratification to 
oblerve, that this has been 
done lately in many places. 
B. 
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CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
N°: [. 


Our Saviour faid to the 
wicked Jews, who ftrove to 
injure his perfon, and pre- 
vent the fpread of his doc- 
trines ; Ye are of this world: 
lam not of this world. The 
difciples of Chrift muft of 
neceflity refemble their maf- 
ter; and therefore whatever 
is faid of him muftin a low- 
er fenfe be applicable to them. 
Ye are not of the world, fad 
he, even as I am not of the 
world. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love its own, 
but ye are not of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. 
We are abundantly taught 
in the gofpel, that thofe, who 
believe on Chrift to falva- 
tion, differ greatly from the 











—_——_- 








ea 
ee ’ 

sak. et <3 oer 

—— SS > =~ 
ae ee 











gi out —% 5 
, 7 = ene OX . 
* ew. at LF 4, / 








Cp 73 
+t 


eS 








ere Sd 
PS 
24 
















5 at, 








ee : 








ge SS 
a are 





































































































—— _— = 
.,_ aa 
= r - = > = 


Ss .aFe 
== 
os 


<= See 


Sars = 





a oe 


154 
world in general, as to their 
principles of action, their 
tafte, views, defires and prof- 
pects. Nothing can evince 
this more clearly than the 
aflertion of Chrift to his 
difciples; Ye /hall be forrow- 
ful, but the world fhall rejoice. 
Aman, acting on worldly 
principles, thofe principles, 
which regulate moft men, 
rejoices juft in proportion 
to his outward profperity. 
He is confident, feels inde- 
pendent, well fatisfied and 
joyful, when his bufinefs prof- 
pers, his wealth and influ- 
ence increafe. Thefe things, 
indeed, are not viewed by 
the chriftian with abfolute 
indifference; but they are 
fo far from being his chief 
joy, that they cannot pre- 
vent him from being exceed- 
ingly dejected, if he be la- 
bouring under fears and 
doubts of his intereft'in di- 
vine favour. The chriftian 
may be very forrowful in 
thofe circumftances, which 
invariably caufe the man of 
this world to rejoice. He 
may likewife be very joyful 
in contemplation of his relig- 
ious profperity and his fu- 
ture profpects, though his 
temporal circumftances wear 
a very unpromiling appear- 
ance. ‘The chrittian may al- 


fo weep and lament, as our 
Saviour faith, at the increaf- 
ing corruption of his neigh- 
bourhood, town, or couniry, 








Conformity to the World. 


though his own private con- 
cerns go on well. © The 
world at the fame time 
may be greatly rejoicing. 

The friendfbip of the world, 
i.e. fupreme love to it, and 
a conformity to its eeneral 
maxims, principles and pur- 
luits, is declared to be enmity 
with God. 

The apoftle John faith ; 
Love not the world, .ior the 
things which are in the world ; 


for if any man love the world, 


the love of the Father is not in 
him. tis declared to be the 
defien of Chriit’s coming, to 
deliver us, not only from the 
wrath to come, but alfo from 
the prefent evil world. 

It will probably be faid, 
that at the time to which 
thefe expreffions refer the 
world was by no means in 
fo good a ftate as it is at pref- 
ent. It was then heathen : 
it has now in that part of it 
where we live received the 
gofpel ; and there is a great 
difference between being 
comformed to the heathen 
and the chriftian world. 

It is readily granted, that 
moit men within our knowl- 
edge believe the gofpel to be 
true, and are in this fenfe 
chriftians. But it is no 
lefs evident that this divine 
religion, which they dare 
not deny, has nct been ef- 
fectual to form their minds 
to holinefs. It has however 


produced fome eflect. The 








itate of morals among us is 
much better than it now is,or 
ever was among heathen. 
A conformity to the world 
is not now precifely the fame 
thing, which it was at Rome 
or Corinth, ‘There is ftill, 
however, a very great differ- 
ence between what the gof- 
pel requires, and what is 
yielded by a majority of 
thofe, who live in chriftian 
countries. It is very appar- 
ent, that what is called ‘the 
chriftian world is not chrif- 
tian in the nobleft fenfe, and 
that a conformity to the 
world in this reftriéted ufe 
of the term is no way recon- 
cileable with the piety of the 
golpel. 

There is in fome fenfe 
more danger from the world 
at prefent than formerly: 
finceit became chriftian, than 
when it was pagan. When 
the gofpel was preached 
among heathen, thofe, 
who embraced it, faw at 
once a great difference, a 
direct oppofition between 
its principles and require- 
ments, and thofe of their 
former religion. There could 
be no agreement between light 
and darknefs': there could be 
no fellow/hip betwixt Chrift 
and Belial. ‘Their old relig- 
ion allowed them to be very 
corrupt and fenfual: the 
new required them to be ho- 
ly in heart and in life, and in 
all manner of converfation. 


Conformity to the World. 
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The old religion: allowed 
them to indulge almoft every 
defire of a depraved heart : 
the new required, that thro’ 
the Spirit they fhould mortify 
the deeds of the body. When 
any embraced the gofpel, 
they felt themfelves fromthat 
moment at open war with 
the principles and practices 
of thofe around them. They 
were no longer to walk, as oth. 
er Gentiles walked, in the van- 
ity of their minds; having 
their underftanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of 
God. They were to put off the 
old man, which was corrupt, 
according to-deceitful lufts, and 
put on the new man, which af- 
ter God is created in righteouf- 
nefs and true holine/s. It could 
not fo much as enter into 
the minds of the primitive 
chriftians, that the world 
was tobe a ftandard for them. 
But we, living among thofe, 
who receive the fame general 
creed as ourfelves, among 
thofe, who have been educa- 
ted in belief of the gofl- 
pel, may imagine there is 
no danger in being conform- 
ed to this world. We may 
fuppofe it perfectly fafe to a- 
dopt the manners, habits and 
notions of thofe, who believe 


“the facred {fcriptures, and 


may confider the conduct of 
the world asthe beftcomment 
upon them. We may come 
to this opinion ; that, how- 
ever {trict the letter of them 
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may be, they really mean no 
more than to make mankind 
about as good as they gener- 
ally are ; for it is vaftly eafier 
to follow the habits and man- 
ners of this, or of any age, 
than to obey the pure and 
felf-denying commands of Je- 
fus Chrift. LEIGHTON. 


== 


* HOOKER’S DYING EXERCISES. 


[Prom Walton's Lif: of Hooker. ] 


AFTER receiying the bleff: 
ed facrament of the body and 
blood of our Lord, his friend, 
Dr. Saravia, who attended 
him,thought he faw a rev- 
erend gaiety and joy in his 
face ; but it lafted not long, 
for his bodily infirmities did 
return fuddenly, and became 
more vifible, infomuch that 
the Doé¢tor apprehended 
death ready to feize him. 
Yet, after fome amendment, 
he Jeft him at night with a 
promife to return early the 
day following, which he did, 
and then found him better 
In appearance, deep in con- 
templation, and not inclina- 
ble to difcourfe, which gave 
the Do¢tor occafion to re- 
quire his prefent thoughts ; 
to which he replied: * That 
he was meditating the num- 
ber and nature of angels, and 
their bleffed obedience and 
order, without which peace 
could not be in heaven; and 
oh! that it might be fo on 


earth.” After which words 


Hooker's dying Exercifes. 


he faid; “ Ihave lived to fee, 
this world is made up of per- 
turbations, and I have been 
long preparing to leave it, 
and gathering comfort for 
the dreadful hour of mak- 
ing my account with God, 
which I now apprehend to 
be near: and though I have 
by his grace loved him in my 
youth, and feared him in 
mine age, and laboured to 
have a confcience void of of- 
fence toward him and to all 
men; yet if thou, O Lord, 
be extreme to mark what I 
bave done amife, who can a- 
bide it ? and therefore where 
I have failed, Lord, fhew 
mercy to me; for I plead 
not my righteoufnefs, but 
the forgivenefs of my un- 
righteoufnefs, for his merits, 
who died to purchafe a par- 
don for penitent finners; 
and fince I owe thee a death, 
Lord let it not be terrible, 
and then take thine own 
time. I fubmit to it. Let 
not mine, O Lord, but let 
thy will be done. ” With 
which expreffion he fell into 
a dangerous flumber, danger- 
ousas to his recovery ; yet 
recover he did, but it was to 
ipeak only thefe few words : 
“Good Doctor, God hath 
heard my daily petitions, for 
I am at peace with all men, 
and he is at peace with me ; 
from which bleffed aflurance 
I feel that inward joy, which 
this world can neither give 








Infidelity. Influenceof Religious Inftitutions. 


nor take from me.” More 
he would have fpoken, but 
his {pirits failed him; and, 
after afhort conflict betwixt 
nature and death, a quiet 
figh put a period to his laft 
breath, and {fo he fell afleep. 


== 


INFIDELITY. 


INFIDELITY leads its vota- 
ries into fuch devious paths, 
that a return from them is 
very rare. Men may for- 
fake the foibles and follies of 
youth, but they fcarce ever 
recover from fuch «an impi- 
ous perverfion of their rea- 
fon; years may leflen the 
violence of the paffions, but 
the pride of infidelity grows 
and ftrengthens with years, 
and old age is the time when 
the infidel gives himfelf the 
moft honour, and when he 
always draws upon himfelf 
moft praifes from his afloci- 
ates. 


}— + 
For the Magazine. 
THE EFFECT OF RELIGIOUS INSTI« 


TUTIONS UPON MEN, WITH RE- 
GARD TO THEIR POLITICAL STATE. 


[An Extrad. | 


Tue political fyftems that 
take place in the world, 
the facility, with which 
the many are governed by 
the few, is one of the moft 
wonderful things in the hif- 
tory of man. That mankind 
in all ages and in all countries 
fhould allow a few of their 
number to divide this globe 


FSP 
among them, to appropri- 
ate to themfelves the poflef- 


fions, diftin¢ctions wt hon- 
ours, and leave nothing to 
the majority but burdens to 
bear, if we had not beheld it 
from the firft, would have 
appeared one of the moft af- 
tonifhing of allevents. Would 
it be at all furprifing to hear 
a man, {truck with a fenfe of 
this ftate of things, complain 
thus? “Is nature unequal in 
thecare of her children? a 
mother to fome, anda ftep- 
mother to others ? Has fhe 
appointed me to labour in 
the {weat of my brow, and 
another to riotin the fruit 
of my labours? No. The 
fault is notin nature. She 
has no favourites. She gives 
toall her fons an equal right 
to inherit the earth. The 
fault is in them, who tamely 
bend their necks to the yoke, 
who kneeland kifs the rod, 
which the haughty lord 
waves over their heads. It 
never, furely, was the will of 
heaven, that the worthy 
fhould be fcorned by the vile, 
and the brave be trampled 
upon by the coward. Can- 
not J then find a band of 
men as valiant and as deter- 
mined as myfelf, to rectify 
thefe caprices of fortune, to 
vindicate the rights of na- 
ture, and reftore mankind to 
their original inheritance ? 
By doing violence at firft, 

tinis ufurpation on nature 
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was made; and by a fimilar 
violence nature requires that 
her reign be reftored.””’ What 
is it that prevents fuch a fpir- 
it as I have been now de- 
{cribing from frequently 
breaking out? What pre- 
vents blood{hed and devatta- 
tion, and all the evils of war? 
What prevents the world 
from being turned upfide 


down? Nothing fo much as 


the influence of religious 


principles upon the minds of 


men. Chriflianity gives hon- 
our to civil covernment, 2 as 

being the or dinance of God, 
and enjoins fubjection to the 
laws, under its own.aw- 
ful fanctions. 

That rightcoufnefs exalt- 
eth a nation, and that vice is 
not only a reproach, but alfo 
a depreflion to any people, 
are truths fo univerfally re- 
ceived, as to require little 
confirmation. All lawgivers 
in all ages have thought fo, 
and made it their object to 
cultivate juftice and tempe- 
rance, and fortitude and in- 
duftry , confcious that public 
virtue is the fource of public 
proiperity. Practice and ex- 
perience have confirmed the 
truth of thefe {peculations, 
If we confult the hiftory of 
the moft renowned nations 
that have made a figure in 
the world, we fhall find that 
they rofe to greatnefs by vir- 
tue, and funkto nothing by 
vice ; that they obtained do- 


minion by their temperance, 
their probity of manners, 
anda ferious regard to re. 
ligion; and that when they 
crew diflfolute, corrupted and 
profane, they became flaves 
to their neighbours, whom 
they were no longer worthy 
to govern. Public depravi- 
ty paves the way for public 
ruin. When the health and 
vigour of the political confti- 
tution are broken, it is haf- 
tening to its decline. When 
internal fymptoms of weak- 
nefs appear, the leaft external 
violence will accomplifh its 
diflolution. Befides the nat- 
ural tendency of virtue to 
make nations great and hap. 
py, if we have juft notions 
of Divine Providence, if we 
believe that the perfections 
of God are at all concerned 
in human affairs, virtuous 
nations will be his peculiar 
care, and under his immedi. 
ate protection ; he: will coun- 
fel their counfellors, cover 
their armies in the day of 
battle, and crown them with 
victory and peace. 

Not only by particular pre- 
cepts, but by its fecret and 
lefs vifible influence, chrif- 
tianity prepares the minds of 
men for fubmiflion to lawful 
authority. When we meet 
together in this place, under 
the fanétion of law, and un- 
der the prote¢ton of the civil 
magiftrate, we are put in 
mind of our relation to the 
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A warning Providence. 


fate, and of our duty to the 
higher powers. Fear God 
and honour the king have more 
than a local connexion in 
fcripture. Obedience to 
fpiritual authority paves the 
way for fubjeétion to the civ- 
il powers. Hence wife leg- 
iflators have even on this ac- 
count favoured the progrefs 
of religion : hence thofe, who 
have attempted innovations 
in government, .applied in 
the firft place to the minif- 
ters of religion, and endeav- 
oured to gain the pulpit on 
their fide. Julian, known 
by the name of the apoftate, 
the moft formidable enemy 
the chriftians ever had, was 
fo fenfible of the influence 
and-of the effeéts of preach- 
ing to the people, that he ap- 
pointed a fimilar inftitution 
among the heathens. 

“ My fon, fear thou the 
Lord and the king,” faid the 
wifeft of mankind, ‘“ and 
meddle not with them that 
are given to change.” In 
confirmation, we may ob- 
ferve, that men, characterif- 
ed as given to change, have 
either from infidelity not at- 
tended upon ordinances, or 


from enthufiafm been above . 


them : for who have been in- 
novators and_  difturbers? 
who have been the authors of 
feditions and rebellions? who 
have been the enemies of or- 
der and civil government in 
many an age? A mixture of 





atheifts and fanatics; two 
clafles of men, who, though 
feemingly oppofite, have been 
found in clofe bonds of un- 
ion. 


From the Chrijtian Obferver. 


A WARNING PROVIDENCE IN THE 
DEATH OF ANN SWIFT. 


On Saturday, June 22d, 
1805, being the day on which 
a large fair is held at Wel- 
hington, in Shropfhire, the 
houfe of William and Ann 
Swift was opened for the 
purpofe of felling beer for 
two or three days at the fair. 
But their houfe was ufed, 
not merely according to the 
profefled intention, for ac- 
commodating ftrangers, who 
frequented the fair; it was 
alfo kept open at night for 
the purpofes of dancing, 
drunkennefs, chambering and 
wantonnefs. To fpeak of 
the enormities, committed 
on this occafion, according to 
ftatements, thetruthof which 
there isnot the leaft reafon 
to doubt, would be to {peak 
of fuch things as ought not to 
be fo much as named among 
chriftians. But the eye of 
God was upon thefe mid- 
night, or rather fabbath 
morning drunkards, revel- 
lers and blafphemers. And 
oh! what a fight for a God 
of infinite purity and holi- 
nefs ! He could not but view 
them with juit difpleature, 
even though he had con- 
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tinued to exercife his long 


fuffering towards all of them. 
He chole, however, to make 
one of them an awful mon- 
ument of the danger of fol- 
lowing fuch courfes. Ann 
Swift, the miftrefs of the 
houfe, and a partaker in all 
the iniquities, which were 
practifed in it, after call- 
ing for damnation upon her 
foul, fuddenly exclaimed : 
“*O Lord, O Lord, I am dy- 
ing |”? and was inftantly re- 
moved into the world of 


{fpirits, and before the tribu; 
nal of that God, whom fhe 
was thus awfully difhonour. 
ing ! Thus is the wicked 
fometimes driven away in his 
wickedne/s. Let the profane 
and prefumptuous tremble at 
the juftice and holinefs of 
that God, againft whom they 
are finning ; and let the pen. 
itent adore his long fuffering 
and diftinguifhing mercy for 
giving them time, opportu- 
nity and grace to repent. 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES TO THE HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING IN NORTHAMPTON, THE LAST THURsS- 
DAY IN AUGUST, ANNO DOMINI, 1805. [Concluded from page 116.] 


No. I. 
Books fent for diftribution in the new fettlements, viz. 


Holy Bibles, 


1802. 1803. 1804. 1805. Total. 
72 24 52 72 220 


Doddridge’s Addrefs to the Mafter of 


a Family, 
Affembly’s Shorter Catechifm, 
Janeway’s Token to Children, 
Seleét Sermons, 


Lathrop’s God’s Challenge to Infidels, 


Truttees’ InftruGions and Addrefs, 
Doddridge’s Rife and Progrefs, &c. 
Fuller’s Gofpel its own Witnefs, 
Lathrop’s fix Sermons, 

Do. Vol. on Ephefians, 

Do. Sermons on Chriftian Sabbath, 


500 100 400 120 1120 


1000 1000 
60 60 
15 5 10 6 36 
ig 15 34 


80 50 48 30 86208 
42 68 ~ 49 159 


8 8 
100 =—s:1100 40 240 
1 1 


$04 300 150 754 


Do. do. on fteadfaftnefs in Religion, 9 9 


Do. do. before the Society, 
Lyman’s do. before the Convention, 
Williams’ do. before the Convention, 
Truftees’ Report for 1802, 
Hemmenway’s Sermon to Children, 
Extracts from Life of Henry, 
Familiar Inftruétions, 


40 40 
36 36 
11 1] 
60 26 30—Ss «1110 
130 86100 50 280 
100 99 199 
100 50 150 
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Books fent for diftribution in the new fettlements, brought over. 
6 


Two Shoemakers, 
Vivian’s Dialogues, 


100 70 6 


Whitaker’s Addrefs, &c. 30 30 

Plain Truths, 132 

Repofitory Traé&s, No. 7, 8, 18 

Friendly Vifit to the Houfe of Mourning, 20 %6 6 
Doddridge’s Sermon on the care of the Soul, 862 150 
Do. on Education, 1 
Coleman’s Incomprehenfiblenefs of God, 24 50 
Watts’ Pfalms and Hymns, 12 

Do. Advice to a Young Man, 50 24 
Do. Divine Songs for Children, 50 50 
Janeway’s Heaven upon Earth, 1 
Taggart on Perfeverence, 15 = 15 
Truftees’ Report for 1808, 48 50 
Beft way of defending the Bible, 100 100 
Life of Faith, 25 25 
Warning againft Drunkennefs, 13 18 
All’s for the beft, 50 25 
Lathrop on the Church, 6 10 
Davifon’s Sermon, 100 50 
Truftees’ Repert for 1804, 50 
Hale’s Sermon before the Society, 1804, 120 
Emerfon’s ordination Sermon, Rev. Wood, 50 
Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine, 240 
Ofgood on Baptilm, = 


Addrefs from a Stranger, 


1746 1441 2230 1648 





Lift of ‘books remaining on hand for future ufc, viz. 
No 


Doddridge’s rife and Progrefs, 

do. Care of the Soul, 

do. Addrefs to the Mafter of a 
Family, 

Lathrop’s fix Sermons, 

do. On the Chriftian Sabbath, 

Religious Tradefman, 

Conneticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine, 

Hemmenway’s Diftourfe to 
Children, 

Addrefs from a Stranger, 

Beit way to defend the Bible, 

Watts’ Divine Songs for Chil- 
dren, 

Do. Advice to a young man, 

Coleman’s Incomprehenfible- 
nefs of God, 

Catechifms, 

Davifon’s real Chriftian, 


_ All’s for the Bett, 


322 
470 


751 
150 
560 

4 


480 


90 
50 
258 


14 
26 


50 
24 
S 


25 


W 


Lyman’s Sermon before the 
Convention, 

Emerfon’s Ordination Sermon, 

Hale’s Sermon before the So- 


ciety, 

Truftees’ Report for 1802, 
do. do. for 1803, 
do. do. for 1804, 


do. Inftru€tions and addrefs, 


Whole nummber of copies, 
Bound books, 
Pamphlets and tracts, 


164 


6 
176 
60 
132 
18 
52 
512 
1 
74 
12 
74 
100 
1 
30 
98 
200 
50 
$i 
75 
16 
150 
50 
120 
50 
240 
12 
50 
7065 


No. 


3 
30 


130 
16 
118; 
200 
251 
4110 
536 


3574 





4118 


To thefe muft be added 2 dona 
tion from Mrs. Mary Adams, of 


Northampton, 


of the following 


tracts, viz. 1 Plain Truths ; 1 Pore 
teus on diftributing tracts; 1 Jofeph 
difcovering himfelf to his brethren ; 
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11 Addrefs from a Stranger; 8 2 Hemmenway’s Sermonto Chil- 
Beft way to defend the Bible; 2 dren; 3 Bowle’s laft Illnefs; 23 
Vivian’s Dialogues ; 2 Whitaker’s Life of Faith; 1 A choice drop of 
Addrefs; 9 Advice to a Young honey; 1 Lathrop on the Church. 

man; 1 Davifon’s Real Chriftian ; ; 




















No. II. 
Monies received for the funds of the Hampfhire Miffionary Society, for 1805. 

Names of towns. dols. cts. 
Amherit 1f parifh, 35 33 T otal, towns, 860 91 
Ambherft 2d par. 2 — 
A thfield, 17 90 New Settlements, New-York. 
Belchertown, 11 19 Pompey, 3 59 
Charlemont, 19 60 Marcellus Ell, 3 28 
Chefterfield, 5 Marcellus Creek, 10 
Colrain, 2 Marcellus Lake, 5 
Conway, 388 83 Tully, 1.38 
Deerfield, 28 66 Herkimer, 3 
Fafthampton, 13. 44 Camden, 6 
Granby, 10 50 Fabius upper fettlements, 2 57 
Granville middle parifh, 1] 
Granville weft parifh, 5 Total, new fettlements, $2 62 
Greenfield, 5 — 
Hadley, 52 15 Names of perfons. 
Hatfield, 69 81 Rev. Noah Atwater’s (of 
Hawley, 14 5 Weltfield) iegacy, 80 
Heath, 11 46 Charles P. Phelps, Efq. 
Leverett, 2 Bofton, 12 
Longmeadow, 40 42 John Tappan, do. 10 
Northampton, 73 57 ‘ThaddeusOfgood, Methu- 
Norwich, 2 en, 5 
Palmer, 9 76 Onthe profits of the fale : 
Plainfield, 7 of Doddridge’s Rife,&c. 82 70 
Shelburne, 2 On the fale of books, 3 83% 
Southampton, 45 42 ‘Totalfrom Female A ffo- 
Southwick, 4 50 ciation, 278 88% 
South-Hadley, $2 58 
Springfield 1ft par. 32 99 Total receipts, 1365 95* 
Sunderland, 55 65 
Weifthampton, 35 19 * Several fums were received for the 
Weitfield, 21 60 funds of the Society after the report was 
Wett-Springfield 1ft par, 43 20 draughted, from the Charitable Female 
Whately, 16 15 Affctation, and other donors, which 
Williamfburgh, 45 56 could not be inferted, but will be noticed 
Worthington, 28 50 inthe next annual report. 

No. ITI. 


Account of expenditures of the Hampfhire Miffionary Society, between Augufl 
meeting, 1804, and do. 1805. 
To paid miffionaries employed 1804, balance due, p. 276 14 
viz. to Rev. Vinfon Gould, 105 00 
To Rev. Thomas H. Woed, 72 06 

















hil. 
of 


le 


bo 


a 


bh 
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To Rev. Theodore Hinfdale, 
To Rev. Joel Hayes, 


To paid Miffionaries employed in 1808, in advance, 
viz. To Rev. John Dutton, 
To Rev. Jofeph Field, 
To Mr. Samuel Sewall, 
To Rev. Payfon Willifton, 
To Rev. Thomas H. Wood, 
To Mr. Royal Phelps, 


To paid for printing and purchafe of books, 
viz. 72 Bibles, 
140 Rife and Progrefs, 
100 Coleman’s Incomprehenfiblenefs, 
720, Conneticut Evangelical Magazines, 
300 Annual Report, 
300 Hale’s Sermon before the Society, 


100 Emerfon’s Sermon at Mr. Wood’s Ordination, 


To paid for ftationary, 

To do. for a corporation feal, 

For boxes and tranf{port of books, 
To poftages of letters, 

To entertaining the Committees, 





GQ 


No. lV. 

















The Committee, appointed by Alfo in promiffory notes, 


the Hampfhire Miffionary Society,  . 
at their meeting at Northampton, fum of 
Auguft, 1804, to examine into, and 
report to the Society, the ftate of 


Amounting to 


with good fecurity, the 





163 
39 14 
60 00 
276 14 
p. 392 00 
p. 80 00 
80 00 
72 00 
75 00 
60 00 
25 00 
392 00 
252 45 
49 75 
60 20 
22 50 
80 00 
20 00 
14 00 
6 0O 
252 45. 
1 75 
8 50 
14 O09 
5 52 
12 835 
963 28% 
1801 23 
1819 13% 


the Treafurer’s accounts, beg leave The Treafurer has paid out 


to report as follows : 

Having examined the Treafurer’s 
books, find his accounts well vouch- 
ed and right caft, and that there is 


by orderof the committee 

of Truftees the paft y’r, 717 55% 
Asa White, 
Natuaniet Eny,,. 


Committee. 


now in the Treafury in money the Northampton, Aug. 28, 1805. 





fum of p.17 905 
No. V. 

Monies received fromthe Charitable Female Aff ociation, for 1805, viz. 
Names of towns. _ D.C. Deerfield, 19 34 
Amherit, 1it parifh, 14 00 Granville, middle parifh, 10 50 
Charlemont, 7764 Hadley, 24 88 
Chetter, . 15 25 Hatfield, 18 07 
Cummington, 600 Hawley, 5 50 


































































































Longmeadow, 20 07 
Northampton, $2 33 
Norwich, 4 50 
Plainfield, 4 89 
Southampton, 28 96 
South-Hadley, 1] 44 
Wefthampton, 22 25 
Wettfeld, 9 64 
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Wett-Springfield, 1f parifh, 13 00 
Willamsburgh, 10 50 


978 838i 
Balance of laft year in the 
Treafury, 





43 41 
oy 


322 291 


An account of monies expended out of the fund of the Female Affociation, fince 
the laft Report, viz. 


For ‘72 Bibles, 


p. 49 75 


For 165 copies of the Truftees’ Report, 1804, taken for diftribution, 11 00 


For 300 Hale’s Sermon before the Society, 
For 100 Emerfon’s Sermon at Mr. Wood’s Ordination, 
Expenfe for boxes and tranfporting books, 


Total expenditure, 1805, 
Depofited in the Treafury, 


14 00 
6 60 
14 09 





87 84 
234 454 





322 291 








A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE NEW= 
HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCI-« 
ETY. 


Tu1s Society was formed at Hop- 
kinton, Sept. 1801. 

The number of its prefent mem- 
bers is nearly 100, compofed of 
Clergymen and Gentlemen from dif- 
ferent parts of the State. 

The funds of the Society arife 
from an annual tax of two dollars on 
each member—from annual contribu< 
tions in the congregations of the 
minifters, who belong to the Society 
e~and donations ef the benevolent. 

The direétion of the funds is com. 
mitted to the care of the Prefident 
and Board of Trutftees, annually cho. 
fen. 

The prefent Officers of the Soci- 
ety are 
Rev. ELIHU THAYER, Pres. 
Rev. ETHAN SMITH, Secretary. 
Mr. ENOCH LONG, Treafurer. 

TRUSTEES. 
Rev. Meffl. ISAAC SMITH, 
CURTIS COE, 
SAMUEL WOOD, 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 
JESSE REMMINGTON, 


WALTER HARRIS, 
ETHAN SMITH, 
ASA W’FARLAND, 

Maj. JOHN MILLS. 


The annual meeting of the Socie- 
ty is on the Tuefday preceding the 
General Ele&tion of the State, and 
at the fame place. 

‘The following miffionary fervices. 
have been performed by the Society. 
In 1802, 20 weeks, in the northern 

parts of this State. 

In 1803, 40 weeks, in this State, 
and the northern parts of the 
State of New-York. 

In 1804, 52 weeks, in the State of 
New-York, ard in and near the 
northern parts of this State. 

In 1805, 47 weeks, on the weft fide 
of Hudfon’s River, and in the 
northern parts of this State. 

In the whole more than 3 years 
fervice, viz. 109 weeks in or near 
this State, and 50 in the wefterly 
parts of the country. 

The Society have alfo diftributed 
books to a confiderable amount ; 
fuch as Bibles, Sermons, Traéts, 
Primers, &c. obtained partly by pri. 
vate donations, and from a Cent So- 
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elety of Females in Concord, and 
{ome other towns. . 
The Journals of the Society’s Mif- 
fionaries have been pleafing, as they 
afford juft ground to hope, that the 
exertions of the Society have not 
been in vain. And, as their num- 
bers have annually increafed, and 
they have been able to enlarge their 
appropriations, without exhaufting 
their funds, the Society are encour 
aged to hope, that their means of fue 
ture ufefulnefs may ftill be increafed. 
Done by order of the Truftees. 
ETHAN SMITH, Sec’y. 
Hopkinton, Feb. 15, 1806. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
THE REV. MR. TAHURSTON’S MIS-~ 
SION IN THE NORTHERN PARTS 
OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 1805. 


Auguff 8, 1805. Urow arrival 
at the place where I commenced my 
miffionary labours, I found a divided 
and deftitute people. After making 
fome enquiry relative to the ftate of 
religion in the town, I was informed 
that they were of variousopinions and 
denominations ; fome were congrega- 
tionalifts, fome baptifts, both of the 
calviniftic and freewill order, and oth. 
ersmethodifts ; and that fromthe lat- 
ter they had moft of their preaching. 

The people here at firft appeared 
fomewhat unwilling to receive me, 
or encourage my tarrying to preach. 
I obferved to them, that, being in- 
formed there were feveral towns ad, 
joining, deftitute of fettled minifters, 
I thought of tarrying to preach in 
them until after the fabbath. I ac. 
cordingly propofed to ftay and 
preach a le€ture in the afternoon or 
evening, to give the people an oppor- 
tunity to hear; and if, after hearing, 
they defired me to preach again, their 
wifhes fhould be gratified; if not, 


T thould go on further ia the morn- 
ing. 

I was then afked, Do you preach 
with notes ? If you do, our people 


will not like, for they cail it reading, 


and not preaching. To this it was 
replied ; I am willing and ready to 
meet the people, and preach to theni 
with or without notes, juft as they 
pleafe ; either method is agreeable to 
me. The leture was appointed, 
and notice given: the people having 
met, I preached to them from Mat- 
thew vii. 11. 

At the clofe of the exercifes they 
were very defirous I fhould preach a- 
gain, and tarry with them over the 
fabbath. I informed them that my 
wifh was to goon to the neighbour- 
ing towns and preach, where I would 
give notice of their requeft, and then 
return and preach to them on the 
fabbath, as they defired. 

Tarried that night at the houfe 
where I preached the lecture, and 
the people became more friendly 
than they were at my firft coming. 

In the morning went on to the 
next town, where I was courteoufly 
received, and defired to preach in 
the afternoon. Notice was given, 
and many collected, who were very 
attentive, and appeared thankfully 
to receive the word. Herel found 
many affectionate and pious peopla 
I was informed, that in this place 
there had of late been a revival of re- 
ligion, which was very general a- 
mong them; but not having any 
regular preaching, they had been 
much divided in fentiment by meth. 
odifts and freewill baptifts, who had 
occafionally been among them. . 

They exprefled great thankful. 
nefs for the vifit, and requeited me 


to come and fpend fabbath with 


them on my return, 


At the clofe of this meeting, be- 
ing requeited, I appointed a lecture, 
for the morrow, to be held in the 
next neighbouring town. 

The meeting was attended ; after 
which I returned to the firft men- 
tioned place to keep fabbath. 

On fabbath morning I met a large 
afflembly of people, and the word 


preached feemed to be very power- 
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ful among them. The whole con- 
gregation appeared not only atten- 
tive, but much affected; furely, 
thought I, as cold water to a thirfty 
foul, fo is the word of God unto 
“this aflembly. It was indeed a good 
feafon to me as as well as to them. 

The intermiffion was moft agreea- 
bly {pent in converfation with this 
people, who now exprefled much 
gratitude for the opportunity of thus 
enjoying the Lord’s day together. 
When taking my leave of them, 
they earneltly requefted me to vifit 
them again. 

On the evening of the 15th I ar- 
rived at L » where 1 was kindly 
received. 

16th. Finding the people ready 
to receive me as a miffionary, I ap- 
pointed to preach to them in the af- 
ternoon. Before noon, rode out to 
fee the inhabitants, and give informa- 
tion of the meeting—made feveral 
vilits, and found people much engag- 
ed in religion whereverI went. Af- 
ternoon, attended the leé¢ture as 
propofed, and preached in a barn to 
a much larger collection of people 
than I had any idea of meeting. See- 
ing the congregationfo deeply engage 
ed in hearing, I could not refrain 
fpeaking, until my ftrength and 
{peech were exhautted. 

Although I had thus faboured, 
and difmifled the congregation, not 
one of them was inclined to leave 
the place, nor did they appear wil- 
ling I fhould leave them; but, being 
quite {fpent, I thought it my duty 
to retire, leaving the people itill to- 
cether. Some of them afterward 
came to the place where I was to 
lodge, and fpent the evening in con- 
verlation. 

17th. Spent the day in vifiting 
from houfe to houfe, and found both 
parents and children, the aged and 
vouth, fo much engaged in the great 
things of religion, that feldom a 
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word was iutroduced in converiation 
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ut their worldly affairs ; and al- 
h it eas urhapvily the cafe th 
ficuynh it Was unhappuy the caie that 


parents and children were of differ. 
ent perfuafions ; yet, not fo divided 
as to be contentious, they were can- 
did, affectionate and happy. 

Sabbath, 18th. Notwithitanding 
the inhabitants of this town are much 
divided in fentiment, they all 
agreed to affemble together this day 
at one place. They have a public 
{peaker of the freewill order, who 
preaches to them every third fab- 
bath ; and this was his day to preach 
here, but at the requeft of the peo- 
ple he gave up his meeting for me, 
aud went to fupply the deftitute in 
a diftant town, where he was to ap- 
point a leéture for me on the morrow. 

Having no meeting-houfe, the 
people in this place ufually aflemble 
in barns for public worfhip. 

When I came to the place ap- 
pointed, 1 met a large concourfe of 
people, belonging to this and the 
neighbouring towns, confifting of 
congregationalifts, methodiits, and 
baptilts of both denominations, We 
repaired to a very large barn, made 
convenient for meeting, yet there 
were more people than could be ac- 
commodated within. I preached 
with much freedom ; and I truft the 
word had free courfe among the peo- 
ple, who were not only very atten-— 
tive, but appeared deeply imprefled 
with the truths delivered. 

The intermiffion was happily {pent 
with fuch as camie to converfe upon 
the things of the kingdom of God. 

Afternoon, the number of hearers 
was confiderably increafed, and the 
people ¢ontemplated holding the 
meeting inthe open air; but the in- 
convenience of this to the f{peak- 
er induced us to return to the barn. 
_ The people crowded as clofe as 
poffible in every part of the building, 
and {till many were obliged to re- 
main without. 

We then entered upon the exer- 
cifes of devotion, and I again had 
{weet liberty in preaching the gofpel 
of the grace of God to this atten. 
tive and thirty multitude. The 
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feafon was truly folemn and joyful. 
So evident were the manifeftations 
of divine power and grace, that we 
might well exclaim in the langfage 
of the patriarch ; *¢ Surely the Kord 
is in this place sconthis 1 is none other 
than the houfe of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.” { 
After the ufual fervices were ‘per- 
formed, the people were unwilling 
to retire, notwithftanding the excef- 
five heat of the day. I continufd a 


confiderable time with them, and re- 
ceived many invitations to go to 
their houfes and preach. Here 


alfo I was warmly folicited to re- 
turn and preach to them again, and 
the fociety had many thanks for 
their kindnefs inthus favouring them. 
19th. Rode thirteen miles to 
Bethlehem, where a meeting was ap- 
pointed forme inthe afternoon. - 

A large number aflembled, and 
we held our meeting, according to 
appointment. After fermon, an 
aved difciple arofe, and in a very af- 
fe¢ tionate manner, with tears flow- 
ing, expreffed his gratitude for muf- 
fionary exertions. 

Here I found a congregational 
church, which appeared to be very 
harmonious, but fomewhat troubled 
with feftarians, who aimed to fub- 
vert their peace and harmony. They 
requefted to be remembered by the 
Miffionary Society in future, as a 
deftitute and afflited people, who 
greatly needed their afliftance by 
miffionaries. ‘They were very de- 
firous that I fhould return to them, 
and adminifter the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper. With tears and 
thanks we parted. 

This town is a back fettlement a- 
bove the White Hills, The road is 
bad, which leads to it ; but all the 
inconveniences, experienced | in going, 
will be abundantly compenfated by 
the affeCtionate reception of the peo- 
ple. 

Sabbath, Sept. 1%. This day I 
preached at W n, toa large au- 
ditory, convened from various towns ; 
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fome of the hearers came from eight 
to fourteen or fifteen miles to attend 
meeting. 

"I perceived that the people here 
were likewife of various denominae 
tions, but all defirous of opportunity 
to hear the word of God difpenfed. 

I was enabled to preach with 
much freedom and comfort to this 
very attentive people, who would not 
return home until after a third meet 
ing. ‘They were fo very urgent, 
that I fhould tarry longer and preach, 
it feemed almoft impoffible to with. 
{tand their folicitations. They exe 
prefled, much gratitude to the Mif- 
fionary Society, and defired to be ree 
membered by them hereafter. 

Sept. 3d. I have been informed, 
that the people where I now am, are 
{fo divided in opinion, they cannot 
enjoy any regular preaching. Many 
or moft of them are freewillers, and 
think themfelves better fupplied by 
their own exertions, than by regular 
minifters of the gofpel. 

In this place there isa {mall con- 
gregational church, which appeats to 
be compofed of very fteady and pi- 
ous people ; but are feldom favoured 
with opportunities to hear any of 
their own denomination, except they 
travel at a great diftance. I tarried 
with them feveral days and preached, 
and was defired to requeit. further ai- 
fiitance for them from the Sqeanigy 
by miflionary labours. 

Sept. 8th. Preached to a very 
attentive aflembly, and many appear 
ed much affected with a feufe of di- 
vine truth. 

Attended a third meeting in the 
evening, and appointed to preach on 
the morrow at another part of the 
town. Our opportunities the day 
pait have been truly pleafant, and I 
hope profitable to the fouls of many. 

Oth. Vifited feveral families, and 
preached in the afternoon, agreeably 
to appointment... After fermon, [ 
confented to meet them again in the 
evening at another place mentioned, 
but they, being fo defirous of im- 
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proving the time in converfation, 
would not go until evening came on; 
and I requefted them te retire to 
the place appointed for our next 
meeting. We accordingly went, 
and I preached to them again, but 
flill they were unwilling to feparate. 
(To be concluded. } 


RELIGIOUS ATTENTION IN NORTH 
AMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS, AND 
ITS VICINITY. 


Wui te we are unable to give any 
very interefting information refpeét 
ing particular religious attention in 
our vicinity, we are happy to 
hear, and to communicate to our 


For the Magazine. 
HYMN on DEATH. 


Lirs is a charming, changeful 
fount ; 
From countlefs ftreams it finds fup- 
plies ; 
Defrauded of their wonted aid, 
Oug nature languifhes and dies. 


Life is a feeble “ filver cord,” 
With untold tender ftrings entwin’d; 
When they relax, untwift, and break, 


Our health, our life, mutt be refign’d. 


A thoufand meffengers are fent 

To cali our ranfom’d fpirits home ; 
A thoufand dangers round us wait 
«« To pufh our bodies to the tomb.” 


But ah! the thoughtlefs, giddy 
throng, 

The rich, the poor, the mean, the 
great ; 


POETRY. 


readers the pleafing intelligence, that 
God hath again vifited the town of 
‘Northampton, in Maffachufetts, and 
its vicinity, with {pecial religious ima 
preffions; fo that a great part of 
the citizens, and efpecially the young 
people, are anxioufly concerned for 
the falvation of their fouls. Public 
and private feafons of worfhip are fe. 
rioufly attended, without any of that 
noife or difturbance, which fome- 
tames attend fuch occafions. A con. 
fiderable number have obtained a 
comfortable hope of their fincere ac- 
ceptance of Chrift and his gofpel, 
and have made a public profellion of 
religion. A number more are con- 
templating a fimilar profeffion.. 


Beholdthem fporting on the brink 
Of an unfeen, untried eftate. 


Regard, thou deftin’d prey of death, 
The folemn found of yonder bell : 
Whole exit next fhall bid it toll, 
Nor men, nor angels can foretel. 


Child of mortality ! awake ; 

Shake off the leaden fleep of fin ; 

Burft the dread bands of guilt and 
death, 

Tosday thine endlefs life begin. 


Seize the kind offer of his grace, 
Who fuffer’d on the cruel tree; 

Fly to the bofom of his love, 

Who bled, who died for thee and me. 


On death thou then may’ft look and 
{mile, 

Nor fear the tyrant, or his rod § 

When to the grave thy duft defcends, 

Thy foul fhall rife and dwell with 
God. 





To Corrrsponpents.—WM. §. on the chara&er and death of Mrs. C. is receive 
ed, and on file for publication. Confidering the great length o the piece, we muft, 
however, be allowed theliberty of making fome abridgement, and fome {mall alterations. 

We are gratefulto N.S. for his continued attention. The extraés from Dr. 
Campbell, and Dr. Clark, are under confideration. 


Our readers will perufe with great intercft the letter written by 


Dr. Watts. 


With much pleafure we communicate to the public the account, which we have 


received, of the inflitution, progre/s and officers of the N. H. Miffionary Society. 












